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“Every year on 21 September, the United  

Nations invites people around the world to celebrate 

peace by observing 24 hours of ceasefire and non-

violence…. 

The world cannot go back to what it was.  As we heal 

from the COVID-19 pandemic and celebrate the 

International Day of Peace, I call on people everywhere 

to be part of a transformation for peace, by standing 

up against hatred and discrimination, by caring for 

the planet, and by showing the global solidarity that is 

so vital at this time.” 

António Guterres 

Secretay General 

United Nations 
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Gathering Song, ALL: “Let There be Peace on Earth,” by Jill Jackson & Sy Miller 

 

Thank you all for gathering here at our Peace Pole laden with the prayer 

“Let peace prevail on Earth” in 12 different languages.  Let us pray. 

 

“Nonviolence” is a word that 

describes hundreds of practices, 

actions, philosophies, solutions, policies, systems, and more. It is full of 

creativity, power, and healing.  It is a transformational force that helps 

people assert their humanity, win rights and freedoms, protect their homes 

and communities, end tyranny and restore dignity.   
“Nonviolence” is the life lived by Jesus Christ – who is Peace.  So we pray, 

ALL:  Let peace prevail on earth. 

Nonviolence means Everyone Is Welcome. 

“The master said to his servant, ‘Go out quickly into the streets and alleys of the town 

and bring in here the poor and the crippled, the blind and the lame.”   In a culture of 

nonviolence, we actively cultivate a welcoming, respectful approach to 

diversity, migrants, immigrants, refugees, and asylum seekers.  We prioritize 

human rights.  So we pray, 

ALL:  Let peace prevail on earth. 
 

Nonviolence means we Wage Peace 
“You have heard it that it was said, ‘You should love your neighbor and hate your 

enemy.’  But I say to you, ‘Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute 

you…’”  What would our world look like if we dedicated the time, money, 

and resources we spend on war to waging peace, instead?  We strive to 

redirect the wasteful, destructive spending on weapons and military 

contractors to programs that support efforts to resolve disputes 

peacefully, and justly.  So we pray, 

ALL:  Let peace prevail on earth. 
 

Nonviolence means Racial Justice 
“When the Samaritans came to Jesus, they invited him to stay with them; and he stayed 

there two days.”  Nonviolence means taking a clear look at ourselves, our 

choices, the organizations and institutions we work with, and the 

communities to which we belong, and striving to end racism in all its forms.  
Nonviolence demands that the violence of systemic, structural, physical, 

cultural, & environmental racism is dismantled.  So we pray, 

ALL:  Let peace prevail on earth.  

 by  Davila 

https://paceebene.org/s/image_6483441_3.JPG
https://paceebene.org/s/Rosie-Wage-Peace
https://paceebene.org/s/Rosie-Racial-Justice
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Nonviolence means No Guns 
“’Lord, should we strike with a sword?’…But Jesus said in reply, ‘Stop! No more of this!’”  

It may be hard to imagine a world without guns, but such a world is possible.  
Nonviolence means having the vision and courage to work for such a 

world.  To successfully get rid of guns, we need to build security rooted in 
peace, and peace rooted in justice.  It can be done.  So we pray, 

ALL:  Let peace prevail on earth. 
 

Nonviolence means we Respect the Planet 
“God looked at everything he had made and he found it all very good.”  Nonviolence 

means shifting how humanity relates to the Earth, ending pollution and fossil 

fuel use, resource extraction, toxic waste, the destruction of biodiversity and 

ecosystems.  We need to fund climate solutions that help everyone simply live.  

So we pray, 

ALL:  Let peace prevail on earth. 
 

Nonviolence means we Heal Trauma 

“Jesus said to [the woman caught in adultery], ‘Has no one condemned you?’  She 

replied, No one, sir.’ Then Jesus said, ‘Go, and from now on do not sin any more.’”   
Nonviolence isn’t just the absence of violence; it’s the presence of 

healing, transformation and justice. Trauma-informed approaches help 

people avoid compounding previous trauma with more harm in the future.  So we pray, 

ALL:  Let peace prevail on earth. 
 

Nonviolence means Nonviolent Schools 

“Taking a child, he put it in their midst, and putting his arms around it he said to them, 

‘Whoever receives a child such as this in my name receives me,…”  In Nonviolent 

Schools, students are taught all aspects of nonviolence.  Students study 

conflict skills along with math. Teachers share stories about nonviolent 

history and how they’ve won rights, freedoms, and protections for people 

around the world using tools like protests, boycotts, and strikes.  So we pray, 

People:  Let peace prevail on earth. 
 

Nonviolence means Every Person Belongs 
“God created man in his image; in the divine image he created him, male and female he 

created them.’  Nonviolence asks that we stand up for the well-being of all.  

Nonviolence means cultivating attitudes of inclusion and welcoming.  It 

means seeking to understand and appreciate instead of judge and shame. A 
nonviolent world is one where every person feels like they belong. So we pray, 

ALL:  Let peace prevail on earth. 

https://paceebene.org/s/No-Guns
https://paceebene.org/s/Windmills
https://paceebene.org/s/Healing-Trauma
https://paceebene.org/s/Nonviolent-Schools
https://paceebene.org/s/Inclusion
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Nonviolence means we do Restorative Justice 
“Blessed are they who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be satisfied.” 
Restorative justice is rooted in Indigenous principles of nonviolence, finding 

out what happened, who was harmed, how that harm can be addressed and 

how it can be prevented from happening again.   So we pray, 

ALL:  Let peace prevail on earth. 
 

Nonviolence means Housing for All and Living Wages 
“For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, a stranger and 

you welcomed me, naked and you clothed me, ill and you came to me, in prison and you 

visited me.”  Nonviolence is a world where every person has shelter, food on 

the table, drinkable water, and enough resources to access the basic 
necessities of life.  Nonviolence also means taking care of people, honoring 

the work they do, and ensuring that they have enough for a good life.  So we pray, 

ALL:  Let peace prevail on earth. 
 

Closing Prayer: ALL: 

Jesus, compassionate Word of God, God of all people, 
Let us walk in your way, courageous in pursuing active Nonviolence; 

Let us not hide from you who are the truth  

But lift you high as a healing balm for all; 

Let us be drawn to your light and your love, 

In doing so, banishing the darkness of hate, 

violence, prejudice and fear. 
Let us commit to a peace that knows justice, 

A faith that does justice 

And a people that loves justice. 

Amen. 
 

Priest:   The Lord be with you. 

ALL:    And with your spirit.  
Priest:  Be of good courage; hold fast that which is good; render to no one evil-for-evil.  

Strengthen the fainthearted; support the weak; help the afflicted; honor everyone.  Love 

and serve the Lord, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit. 

May the blessing of God our Father, His Son Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit, be with you and 

remain with you always. 

ALL:    Amen. 
Leader:  Go forth into the world in the peace of Christ 

ALL:  Thanks be to God.  Let peace prevail on earth. 

https://paceebene.org/s/Restorative-Justice
https://paceebene.org/s/Housing

