
SACRAMENTS 

Welcome to St. Therese! We are so happy that you have joined us for this Mass celebration. If you’ve been away for a while, 
we know coming back to the church may not have been easy for you, but we are glad you are here.  

 

MEMBERSHIP HAS ITS BENEFITS! 
 

 Becoming a member of the St. Therese Parish brings you into a family of Families, a network of loving individuals 
called together with a divine purpose—becoming Saints. By registering, you are giving us the gift of knowing you,  
understanding your needs and helping establish you into a group within St. Therese that will best fit what you are looking 
for. Come to the Parish Office or visit the Information Desk in the Social Room for a registration packet. If you are new to the 
area, please stop into the Parish Office and introduce yourself. We look forward to getting to know you! 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
Saturday 3:15 p.m. or by appointment 
 

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE 
Actively participating members interested in receiving the 
Sacrament of Marriage should contact the parish office at least 
nine months prior to the desired date. 
 

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK 
Communal Celebrations take place at weekend  
liturgies in the spring. Watch the bulletin for details. 

LITURGY SCHEDULE: 
 

Saturday 4:30 p.m. 

Sunday 8:30 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. 

Weekdays: (see inside bulletin) 
 

HOLY DAY SCHEDULE: Call 487-3749 (press 9) 
 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM: 

Baptismal forms are located in the Parish Office.  Please 

complete the forms, turn in as directed, and we will contact you 

for an appointment. 

Parish Office Hours 
 
 

MONDAY- THURSDAY 9-5 
CLOSED NOON—1 PM FOR LUNCH 

 

FRIDAY 9-NOON  

Parish Contact Information 
 

Fr. John Fain, Pastor 
 

Deacon David Borzenski,   487-0478 
        Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA), Adult Faith Formation  
 

Toni Molano, Secretary,  487-3749 (Press 0) 
 

Sue Benjamin, Business Manager, 487-3749  (Press 1) 
 

Dean Jong, M.M., Director of Music & Liturgy, 487-3749 (Press 2) 
 

Jay Jong, Coordinator of Youth Ministry, 487-3749  
 

Stephanie Smith, Director of Religious Education, 487-3730 

102 W. Randolph    
Lansing, MI 48906 

After Hours Emergency  487-3711 

 (For the Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick) 

St. Vincent DePaul Food Pantry 482-0765 

Phone:  487-3749     
Fax:  487-3755 
www.sttherese.org 

First Sunday of Lent 2021 
 

"(Lent) is a period of spiritual 'combat' which we must experience alongside Jesus, not with pride and presumption, 
but using the arms of faith: prayer, listening to the word of God and penance. In this way we will be able to 
celebrate Easter in truth, ready to renew the promises of our Baptism." Pope Benedict XVI 
 

Many know of the tradition of abstaining from meat on Fridays during Lent, but we are also called to practice self-
discipline and fast in other ways throughout the season. Contemplate the meaning and origins of the Lenten fasting 
tradition in this reflection. In addition, the giving of alms is one way to share God's gifts—not only through the 
distribution of money, but through the sharing of our time and talents. As St. John Chrysostom reminds 
us: "Not to enable the poor to share in our goods is to steal from them and deprive them of life. The 
goods we possess are not ours, but theirs." (Catechism of the Catholic Church, no. 2446).  

https://www.usccb.org/prayer-and-worship/liturgical-year/lent/catholic-reflection-on-lenten-fasting-father-daniel-merz.cfm


FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT TIME — FEBURARY 21, 2021 

Stewardship Report 
“The Lord loves a cheerful giver.  May we learn to be generous 
in giving, free from the love of material possessions.”  
     - Pope Francis 

489 envelopes issued, 103 used this week 
2/14/21 Weekly contributions    $10,886.33 

Weekly Budget Goal     $9,400.00 

Amount over goal                       $1,486.33 

Mass Intentions for the Week of February 21, 2021 
Monday, 22nd Feast of the Chair of Saint Peter the Apostle 
 1 Pt 5:1-4; Ps 23:1-3a, 4, 5, 6; Mt 16:13-19 
8:30 a.m. †Bud (Nelson) Gage - The Droste Family 
6:00 p.m. Confirmation Year 1 &2 - (FMH)  
7:00 p.m. Knights of Columbus Mtg (FMR)  
 

Tuesday, 23rd Saint Polycarp, Bishop and Martyr 
 Is 55:10-11; Ps 34:4-5, 6-7, 16-17, 18-19; Mt 6:7-15 
8:30 a.m. †Bud (Nelson) Gage - Scott & Carol Wright 
9:15 a.m. Small Group Zoom (FMH) 
11:30 a.m. Staff Prayer 
6:00 p.m. Small Group Zoom (FMH) 
6:30 p.m. Youth Group (MAR)  
6:30 p.m. T.O.P.S (FMR)  
 

Wednesday, 24th Jon 3:1-10; Ps 51:3-4, 12-13, 18-19; Lk 11:29-32 
 No Service 
6:00 p.m. Small Group Zoom (FMH) 
 

Thursday, 25th Est C:12, 14-16, 23-25; Ps 138:1-2ab, 2cde-3, 
                  7c-8; Mt 7:7-12 
5:30 p.m. Rosary 
6:00 p.m. †Nelson (Bud) Gage - Judy Sibal & Jane Mitchell 
 

Friday, 26th Ez 18:21-28; Ps 130:1-2, 3-4, 5-7a, 7bc-8; Mt 5:20-26 
8:30 a.m. †Fr. Louis Mady - Fr. John Fain 
6:00 p.m. Stations of the Cross (CH)  
7:00 p.m. N. A. (FMH)  
 

Saturday, 27th Dt 26:16-19; Ps 119:1-2, 4-5, 7-8; Mt 5:43-48 
3:15 p.m. Confessions 
4:30 p.m. Roman Arens - Stan & Judy 
 

Sunday, 28th Second Sunday of Lent 
 Gn 22:1-2, 9a, 10-13, 15-18; Ps 116: 10, 15, 
            16-17, 18-19; Rom 8:31b-34; Mk 9:2-10 
8:30 a.m. †Fred & Monica Sanders - Leo Arens 
10:30 a.m. People of the Parish 
11:30 a.m. Sunday RED Groups  
11:45 a.m. Youth Group (MAR)  
7:00 p.m. A.A. (FMR)  

 This past Ash Wednesday, February 17, we began 
the Season of Lent.  I especially want to call upon all 
parishioners to make this Lenten Season a special time of 
spiritual growth.  As you recall, the public observance of 
Lent last year was interrupted by the outbreak of the 
COVID-19 pandemic.  Our world was turned upside-
down.  As I look at our parish bulletins that proceeded the 
shutdown of liturgical services, I am amazed at how 
tranquil everything was at our church.  We were in a 
building and growth mode at St. Therese – not just in 
terms of our facilities, but in every aspect of parish life, 
especially in terms of providing opportunities for spiritual, 
formational and educational growth.  So many things 
came to a shutdown.  In retrospect, our measures as a 
diocese were extreme, but who knew?  After a year, we 
much better understand the nature of COVID and the 
limits of its potency to spread.  I am very glad to hear that 
so many of our elder parishioners have received at least a 
first dose of the vaccine to prevent the COVID virus.  
Indeed, by some accounts, 1.5 million people in Michigan 
have received that first dose.  This is very positive news.  
Some bishops around the country have asked all of their 
parishioners to start attending Mass again within the next 
three weeks.  Bishop Boyea is aiming for a later date.  He 
would like all parishioners to resume attending Mass by 
the Solemnity of Pentecost - May 23.  I have to think that 
most of our fellow citizens who choose to be inoculated 
will be so by that time.   
 I personally think, that whether we recognized it 
or not, this past year has been a very long Lent.  Perhaps 
we hadn’t thought of it that way, and maybe we didn’t 
take advantage of this unique time in human history.  So, I 
urge you to make this current Lent “The Best Lent Ever.”  
We all need to get outside of ourselves and to think more 
about God and our brothers and sisters.  How might we do 
this?  Our faith tradition recommends to us the time-
honored practices of fasting, almsgiving and prayer.   
 Regardless of your age, find a way to practice 
fasting and abstinence.  Our Faith asks us to fast and 
abstain from meat on Ash Wednesday and Good Friday.  
It calls upon us to abstain from meat on the Fridays of 
Lent.  I know that our homebound parishioners in 
particular are not able to observe this, but again, find your 
own way to fast during this holy season. 
 Prayer:  consider attending daily Mass.  Participate 
in the Stations of the Cross on the Fridays of Lent at 6PM.  
Exam your conscience and go to the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation.  Pray and meditate during Lent, and use 
the spiritual materials that we have provided for you.  
They are available on the tables in the vestibule areas. 
 Lastly, practice almsgiving.  This consists of 
sharing of your financial resources, time and talents.  
Please consider supporting St. Vincent Catholic Charities, 
the Rice Bowls (which support Catholic Relief Services) 
and the St. Vincent de Paul Meijer SIMPLY GIVE 
program.  Give to charities that support the poor, 
vulnerable and weakest amongst us.   
 And again, may you have the Best Lent Ever, 
 Fr. John Fain 

One does not live on bread alone,  
but on every word that comes 

forth from the 
mouth of God. 
Matthew 4:4 

SVDP News  
The Meijer Simply Give program is now underway at the DeWitt Meijer! If the 
DeWitt Meijer is not where you regularly shop, we will be happy to purchase a card 
for you! Simply see a SVDP Vincentian in the social room before or after any of the 
Masses on the weekends of Feb 27/28 & March 6/7, we will accept your donation, 
provide you with a receipt for your taxes, purchase a Simply Give card for you 
during the Double Match Days at the DeWitt Meijer. If you wish, donations may be 
dropped off at or mailed to the parish office. Please make any checks payable to 
Meijer & include Simply Give on the memo line. You may also donate online using 
Egive, selecting SVDP. Please note that if you still have a Simply Give card from 
any previous campaign, you will need to pick up a NEW card this year as the bar 
code has changed. There are lots of ways this year to support SVDP! Thank you for 
your support! 
Current pantry needs: refried beans, cookies, and ladies deodorant 



Our Adult Faith Formation 

February 21, 2021 

CRS RICE BOWLS 
LENT for LIFE/la CUARESMA por la VIDA 

HUNGER IN OUR WORLD: Jesus told us that 
whatever we did for one of these least brothers of his we did for 
him.  Reflect on the challenge of global HUNGER — it is a reality 
for millions of our sisters and brothers.  What will you do to support 
the HUNGRY in our community and around the world?  Visit 
crsricebowl.org to learn more.  
Pick up your LENTEN RICE BOWL (at any exit) and do your almsgiving to 
continue making Stories of Hope for people experiencing real HUNGER. 
 

Take a peek @ sttherese.org Website 

(sttherese.org is keeping up with the times, adding 
and subtracting content every week.) 
Use sttherese.org for lots and lots of LENTEN resources: 

 Prayer 

 The Sacrament of Reconciliation and examination of 

conscience, and  

 The Stations of the Cross for adults and kids! 

You will also find a number of links to external websites for daily 
reflection opportunities, including: 

 Catholic Relief Service Rice Bowl Program, ” LENT for Life,” 

crsricebowl.org/videos, and 

 “The Best LENT Ever” from Dynamic Catholic, 

BestLENTEver.com/2021, for daily, short videos that will give 
us a deeper understanding of what we truly hunger for.  (There 
are a limited number of FREE “Best LENT Ever” Journals on the 
Spiritual Life Resource Table in the main vestibule.) 

February continues Black History Month.  Our website’s front 
page button will take you to “On The Radar Theme Links,” where 
you will find links to many, many resources. 
 

Our Adult Faith Formation 

Ordinary Time Small Discipleship Groups… 

…BEGIN AGAIN THIS TUESDAY February 23rd @ 9:15am & 6pm 
with Jill Duffield’s book LENT IN PLAIN SIGHT!  Each day, with a 

short reading and 2 – 3 reflection questions, Jill draws our 
attention to 10 ordinary objects that Jesus would have 
encountered on his way to Jerusalem: dust, bread, the cross, 
coins, shoes, oil, coats, towels, thorns and stones.  With these, we 
can open ourselves more fully to the Kingdom of God. 

…BEGIN AGAIN THIS WEDNESDAY February 24th @ 6pm 

with Amy-Jill Levine’s book Entering the Passion of Jesus, 
providing a rich and challenging learning experience.  From 
Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem through his prayerful agony in 
the Garden, Jill shows how the stories raise ethical and 

spiritual questions for us Christians and how we all face risk 
believing and acting like Christians. 
 

Seekers Welcome 

This weekend, Mark tells that “the Spirit drove Jesus 
into the desert and he remained in the desert for forty days, 
tempted by Satan.  He was among the wild beasts and the 

angels ministered to him.” 
1. Where is the Spirit “driving” me this Lent?  Into a spiritual 

“desert?” Into a physical “desert,” deprived of amenities I 
have become accustomed to over the last year?  To break 
an addiction – a wild beast - I’ve struggled with for years and 
still am struggling with now? 

2. Even in the desert, Jesus was not alone but was ministered to 

by Angels.  Who are the angels who will be ministering to you 

on this year’s Lenten journey?  A spouse?  A really trusted 
friend? Spiritual director?  Confessor? 

We  are still in the ministry of guiding adults  

into a relationship with Jesus Christ through his Church.  

Please call Dave @ 487-0478 or 331-5765  
and let’s have the conversation. 

Religious Education News 

First Eucharist RED Group Rite of Enrollment will 
be next Sunday, February 28th at the 10:30am Mass. 
There will be pews reserved for you and your families 
in the front of the church.  
Lent is a time to grow in faith through prayer, 
fasting, and almsgiving. Even young children, those 
not held to the Church’s rules on fasting, can learn 
about sacrifice and the Lenten expectations by giving 
up something in their lives - a favorite cartoon or 
snack, a video game they regularly play...The key is 
to help our children see the sacrifice as it is linked to 
PRAYER. When they want that which they’ve given 
up, pray. Teach them the meaning of “offer it up.” As 
Catholics we believe in the power of prayer. The 
season of Lent is the perfect time to introduce these 
ideas to our children. See our Worship Aid Tables for 
prayer books and other materials that will help you on 
your journey. God bless you! DRE Challenges 
Honesty is a virtue! Veritas is “truth” in Latin. This 
week’s DRE Challenge is all about this important holy 
habit that we should all be practicing, cultivating, and 
cherishing in life. Jesus was the Way and the TRUTH 
and the Life.  
It’s a Date!  
Sun, February 21 - RED Groups 11:30am  
Mon, February 22 - Confirmation RED Groups Years 
1 & 2 - 6pm  
Sun, February 28 - Rite of Enrollment FE 
10:30 Mass  
Sun, February 28 - RED Groups 11:30am  
Mon, March 1 - First Eucharist RED Group 
6pm - SEAS Room  

Liturgical Ministers Schedule - February 27-28, 2021 
 

 

4:30 PM  
Lector:  J. Neubecker 
Mass Coordinator:  B. Wenzlick 
Servers:  B. Wenzlick 
Ushers/Greeters:  B. Robinson, P. & G. Teszlewicz 
 

8:30 AM 
Lector:  P. Droste 
Mass Coordinator:  D. Temple 
Servers:  Les. Ozanich 
Ushers/Greeters:  J. Miller, S. Spicer, M. Visser 
 

10:30 AM 
Lector:  G. Lott 
Mass Coordinator:  L. Schultz 
Servers:  S. Schultz 
Ushers/Greeters:  B. Hilts, P. Patterson, E. Wieferich 
 

Counters:  Team  A 

Attention school families- 
Tuition Subsidy and Scholarship forms for the 2021-
2022 school year are available! Packets are in the 
social room near the information desk. 
This money is available to any parish 
family sending their children to local 
catholic schools. Please fill out the 
forms completely and return to the 
parish office by March 19

th.  

 




