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St. Therese of Lisieux Parish 

Prayer Service for Life 
January 23/24, 2021 

 

Call to Prayer  
Leader: O God, source of all life and goodness, 

You fashion human lives in Your image and likeness. 

Through Your love, you give each human life dignity, sanctity and priceless worth. 

Awaken in every heart new reverence for the least of Your children. 

Renew among your people a readiness to nurture and sustain 

Your precious gift of life. 

We pray in the name of Your Son Jesus the Christ 

who lives and reigns with You in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

One God, forever and ever. 

All: Amen. 
 

Call to Reparation 

Reader: This past Friday was the 48th anniversary of Roe v. Wade.  We consider these past 

years in which our society has legally permitted abortion.  Since that tragic decision, many 

children’s lives have been lost, and many still suffer that loss—often in silence. 

 

Let us Pray 

Leader: Eternal Father, You alone are the Master of Life and death. 

So precious in Your sight is each person that 

You sent Your only begotten Son to redeem us 

through his life, humiliating passion, tortuous death and glorious Resurrection. 

Your Son’s own birth was attended by the slaughter of the Innocents,  

the first Martyrs of Christ’s Kingdom.   

Today, we are the sad witnesses of the continued slaughter of Innocents. 

We seek pardon for these offenses against  

Your sole dominion over life and death. 

We ask You to bring healing and hope  

to all those who suffer abortion’s aftermath. 

All: Lord have mercy on us.   

Deal with us not according to our sins but Your Divine Mercy. 

We ask this in the name of Jesus, the Prince of Peace  

and the Lord of Life. 

Amen. 
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Call to Life 

Leader:  Yet God’s greatest desire is to Life.  “Amen, amen I say to you, … I come so that you 

may have life and have it more abundantly!” 

 

Let us Pray 

All:  You formed my inmost being; you knit me in my mother's womb. 

Already, you knew me well; my body was not hidden from you 

When I was being made in secret, fashioned as in the depths of the earth. 

Your eyes beheld my unformed substance;   

We give you thanks, O God, for we are wonderfully made! 
 

 

Call to Commitment 

All:  Having been wonderfully made by and in Your Hand, O God, 

Give us the strength and courage to be pro-Life: 

Pro the Mystery of Life, 

Pro the Wonder of Life, 

Pro the Joy of Life. 

May we see human life as a life of relationship. 

May we see in every human face the face of Jesus Christ. 

May we bring the Gospel of Life to the heart of every person, 

To make it penetrate every part of society. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

Reader:  From The Gospel of Life 

1. The Gospel of Life is at the heart of Jesus’ message.  Lovingly received day-after-day 

by the Church, it is to be preached with dauntless fidelity as “good news” to the 

people of every age and culture. 

 How have I, as a member of the Body of Christ, received the Gospel of Life? With 
enthusiasm and joy?  With a sense of giftedness and gratitude?  As a responsibility? 

 How have I, with dauntless fidelity, preached the “good news” of the Gospel of Life 
in and with my life? 
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Call to Family 
Reader: “The foundation of all society is the family.  It is the ‘original cell of social 

life’ and introduces us to the life of society.  If the rights of families are not 

protected, we simply cannot have a just society.  A society is as strong as its 

individual families.” (Catechism of the Catholic Church). 
 

Let us Pray 

All:  Lord, you have probed me, you know me: you know when I sit and stand; 

you understand my thoughts from afar. 

My journeys and my rest you scrutinize, 

With all my ways you are familiar. 

Even before a word is on my tongue, Lord, you know it all. 

We give you thanks, O God, for we are wonderfully made! 

 

Call to Commitment 

All:  Jesus, Mary and Joseph, 

In you we contemplate the splendor of true love and trust. 

Grant that our families be places of communion and prayer, 

Small domestic churches, authentic schools of the Gospel of Life. 

Make us more mindful of the sacredness and inviolability of the family 

And its beauty in God’s plan for Life. 

Jesus, Mary and Joseph, graciously hear our prayer. 

Amen. 

Reader:  From The Gospel of Life 

92. “Within the “people of life and the people for life,” the family has a decisive 

responsibility.  This responsibility flows from its very nature as a community of life and 

love, founded upon marriage and from its mission to “guard, reveal and communicate 

love.”… 

Within the family, each member is accepted, respected and honored precisely 

because s/he is a person….   

The family has a special role to play throughout the life of its members, from birth to 

death.  It is truly “the sanctuary of Life: the place in which life – the gift of God - can be 

properly welcomed and protected against the many attacks to which it is exposed 

and can develop in accordance with what constitutes authentic human growth.” 

 Before Moses died, he enjoined the Israelites to have their children – the next 
generations – know God.  How have I fulfilled my responsibility to lead my 
family/children to know God? 

 How have I protected my family against the attacks of the culture of death? 
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Call to Moms in Need 
Reader:  “Pregnant and parenting moms in need are in our parishes and in our 

neighborhoods.  Pope Francis reminds us that our parishes need to be “islands 

of mercy in the midst of the sea of indifference.” 

   
Let us Pray 

All:  How precious to me are your designs, O God; how vast the sum of them! 

Were I to count, they would outnumber the sands; 

To finish, I would need eternity. 

When I awake, I am still with you. 

We give you thanks, O God, for we are wonderfully made! 

Call to Commitment 

All:  I thank You, God, today for the gift of my life, 

and for the lives of my brothers and sisters. 

I know I am responsible for the unborn who cannot speak for themselves, 

for the families who love and nurture them, 

for the moms-in-need who bear them.  

Today I commit myself never to be silent, passive, 

Never to be forgetful that we all are a gift of your creation.  

We are made in Your image. 

I commit myself to be active in defending all life,  

not just for some, but for all. Amen! 

 

Leader:  Final Blessing 

Reader:  From The Gospel of Life 

99. Motherhood involves a special communion with the mystery of life as it develops in 

the mother’s womb.  This unique contact with the new human being developing 

within her gives rise to an attitude towards not only her own child but every human 

being, which profoundly marks the woman’s personality….This is the fundamental 

contribution which the Church and humanity expects from women.  And it is the 

indispensable prerequisite for an authentic cultural change. 

87. Where life is involved, the service of charity must be profoundly consistent… 

appropriate and effective programs of support for new life must be implemented, 

with special closeness to mothers who, even without the help of a father, are not 

afraid to bring their child into the world and to raise it. 

 Where might I encounter pregnant and parenting moms in need? 
 How can I support/serve moms in need so that they might be able to fulfill this 

expectation of them?   
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Leader: Loving God, Creator of all things,  

You breathed over the waters at the dawn of creation  

and brought forth all living beings.  

(All)  Amen. 
You filled the apostles  

when the Risen Lord breathed on them on that first Easter night, 

giving them the power to restore life to those dead in sin.  

(All)  Amen. 
Renew that life in each of us;  

make us worthy apostles of the Culture of Life in our day. 

(All)  Amen. 
May God, the Source of all Life, 

His Son, Jesus Christ, the Good News of Life, 

 and the Holy Spirit, the Giver of Life, 

Bless us all. 

(All)  Amen. 
 

Let us all go in peace.  (All)  Thanks be to God. 


