
SACRAMENTS 

Welcome to St. Therese! We are so happy that you have joined us for this Mass celebration. If you’ve been away for a while, we 
know coming back to the church may not have been easy for you, but we are glad you are here.  

 

MEMBERSHIP HAS ITS BENEFITS! 
 

 Becoming a member of the St. Therese Parish brings you into a family of Families, a network of loving individuals called 
together with a divine purpose—becoming Saints. By registering, you are giving us the gift of knowing you, understanding your 
needs and helping establish you into a group within St. Therese that will best fit what you are looking for. Come to the Parish 
Office or visit the Information Desk in the Social Room for a registration packet. If you are new to the area, please stop into the 
Parish Office and introduce yourself. We look forward to getting to know you! 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
Saturday 3:15 p.m. or by appointment 
 

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE 
Actively participating members interested in receiving the 
Sacrament of Marriage should contact the parish office at least 
nine months prior to the desired date. 
 

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK 
Communal Celebrations take place at weekend  
liturgies in the spring. Watch the bulletin for details. 

LITURGY SCHEDULE: 
 

Saturday 4:30 p.m. 

Sunday 8:30 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. 

Weekdays: (see inside bulletin) 
 

HOLY DAY SCHEDULE: Call 487-3749 (press 9) 
 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM: 

Baptismal forms are located in the Parish Office.  Please 

complete the forms, turn in as directed, and we will contact you 

for an appointment. 

Parish Office Hours 
 
 

MONDAY- THURSDAY 9-5 
CLOSED NOON—1 PM FOR LUNCH 

 

FRIDAY 9-NOON  

Parish Contact Information 
 

Fr. John Fain, Pastor 
 

Deacon David Borzenski,   487-0478 
        Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA), Adult Faith Formation  
 

Toni Molano, Secretary,  487-3749 (Press 0) 
 

Sue Benjamin, Business Manager, 487-3749  (Press 1) 
 

Dean Jong, M.M., Director of Music & Liturgy, 487-3749 (Press 2) 
 

Jay Jong, Coordinator of Youth Ministry, 487-3749  
 

Stephanie Smith, Director of Religious Education, 487-3730 

102 W. Randolph    
Lansing, MI 48906 

After Hours Emergency  487-3711 

 (For the Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick) 

St. Vincent DePaul Food Pantry 482-0765 

Phone:  487-3749     
Fax:  487-3755 
www.sttherese.org 

St. Therese Knights of Columbus are taking orders on August 8 and 9 after all masses for White face masks with a 

Red St. Therese logo.  Knights will be in the Social room taking orders for a mask.  This price is $7.00.  These are 

durable and washable masks.  

This is one of the fundraising activities we will have this year to replace the Golf Outing 

which was cancelled due to Covid-19.  Order forms will be in the Social room starting on 

August 8 for you to pick up or e-mail Grand Knight Paul Teszlewicz at 

teszlewicz@sbcglobal.net and I will send you a form. 

Thank you for supporting the Knights. 

mailto:teszlewicz@sbcglobal.net


 This Sunday’s Gospel Reading is a powerful one, 
especially for our tumultuous times.  We hear how the 
disciples are in a boat on the Sea of Galilee when a mighty 
storm arises.  The disciples are convinced that they are going 
to drown.  At that moment, Jesus appears on the water.  Jesus 
beckons Simon Peter to get out of the boat and to walk on the 
water toward him.  As long as Peter keeps his eyes focused on 
Jesus, he is able to perform this miraculous act.  It is when he 
takes his eyes off Jesus and focuses his attention on the storm 
that he begins to sink into the water.  Even then, however, 
Jesus reaches his hand into the sea and saves Peter.  Like 
Peter, we can take our attention off Jesus and focus it on 
demoralizing things like the Coronavirus pandemic, the civil 
unrest in our country, and the rancorous partisan politics 
plaguing our nation.  Let us never forget that Jesus will save 
us when we turn to Him, even in these most difficult of times.  
 St. Casimir Parish celebrated its last Mass on Sunday, 
August 2.  What a sad occasion for our diocese.  This parish 
has been a beacon of faith and a force for good for the last 100 
years in the Moores Park Neighborhood.  Unfortunately, a 
lack of funds, a dwindling congregation and a lack of priest 
personnel were the cause of its closure.  If you know of any  
St. Casimir parishioners who are looking for a new church 
home, please invite them to join us at St. Therese. 
 I want to say a special thank you to our bulletin 
advertisers.  Their sponsorship makes the publication of the 
bulletin possible.  I know that this is a difficult time for 
businesses, particularly small businesses.  The “stay at home” 
order that occurred a couple of months ago certainly affected 
their revenues.  To show our gratitude to our sponsors, we 
have enlarged their advertisements on the back of our bulletin.  
Please continue to support these sponsors and parish 
organizations, especially in your prayers. 
 Please check out our new St. Therese Website which 
can still be found at www.sttherese.org I particularly want to 
thank Doug Mumby, Jr. and Paul Miner for their help in 
maintaining the website over the past 10 years.  Our website 
has been very important to both parishioners and to visitors 
who are looking for information about our parish.  I am also 
grateful to Deacon Dave who performed a great deal of work 
in creating our new website.  Thank you very much! 
 Around our country, statues and monuments of 
historical figures have been vandalized, destroyed or 
removed.  A good number of the people that these 
monuments represent were, in fact, racist.  Some of them, like 
Presidents Washington, Jefferson, Lincoln and Wilson, had 
complicated histories on the issue of race.  One figure that was 
blatantly racist was a woman named Margaret Sanger.  She 
was the founder of the first birth control clinic in the United 
States and an avid supporter of the eugenics movement, also 
promoted by the Nazis.  She sought to limit births particularly 
in black and immigrant communities, many of which were 
Catholic.  Recently, Planned Parenthood of Greater New 
York has acknowledged her racist and bigoted past and has 
removed her name from the Planned Parenthood Clinic in 
Manhattan.  This was the right decision to make. 
 

 God bless you, 
 Fr. John Fain 

NINETEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME — AUGUST 9, 2020 

Stewardship Report 
“The Lord loves a cheerful giver. May we learn to be generous 
in giving, free from the love of material possessions.”  
     - Pope Francis 

495 envelopes issued, 106 used this week 
8/2/20 Weekly contributions  $10,723.79 

Weekly Budget Goal     $9,400.00 

Amount under goal               + $1323.79 

Mass Intentions for the Week of August 9, 2020 
 

Monday Feast of Saint Lawrence, Deacon and Martyr 
2 Cor 9:6-10; Ps 112:1-2, 5-6, 7-8, 9;  
Jn 12:24-26 

8:30 a.m. † For the Poor Souls in Purgatory — Joe &  
    Gloria Caruso 

 

Tuesday Memorial of Saint Clare, Virgin 
 Ez 2:8—3:4; Ps 119:14, 24, 72, 103, 111, 131;  
 Mt 18:1-5, 10, 12-14 
8:30 a.m. John Schmitt — Anna Feldpausch 
 

Wednesday Saint Jane Frances de Chantal, Religious 
 Ez 9:1-7; 10:18-22; Ps 113:1-2, 3-4, 5-6;  
 Mt 18:15-20 
 No Service 
 

Thursday Saint Pontian, Pope, and Hippolytus, Priest,  
 Martyrs 
 Ez 12:1-12; Ps 78:56-57, 58-59, 61-62;  
 Mt 18:21—19:1 
5:30 p.m. Rosary  
6:00 p.m. Gerald Beck — Ruth Martin 
 

Friday Memorial of Saint Maximilian Kolbe, Priest  
 and Martyr 

Ez 16:1-15, 60, 63 or Ez 16:59-63; Is 12:2-3,  
4bcd, 5-6; Mt 19:3-12 

8:30 a.m. Odilla Perez — Family 
 

Saturday Solemnity of the Assumption of the Blessed  
 Virgin Mary 

Rv 11:19a; 12:1-6a, 10ab; Ps 45:10, 11,  
12, 16; 1 Cor 15:20-27; Lk 1:39-56 

4:30 p.m. † Mary Fain — Marie-Louise Germain 
 

Sunday Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 Is 56:1, 6-7; Ps 67:2-3, 5, 6, 8; Rom 11:13-15,  
 29-32; Mt 15:21-28 
8:30 a.m. People of the Parish 
10:30 a.m. John Simmer — Karen Simmer 

SVDP News 

Just a reminder that there is a Greater Lansing Food Bank delivery on 
Monday, August 10th around 8:00 a.m. We need just a few people will-
ing to come help put the food on the shelves and in the freezer. As al-
ways, thanks for your continued support! 

 

VINCENTIANS:   The September meeting/BBQ scheduled for  
Wednesday, September 2nd has been CANCELLED!   We will continue 
“no contact” pantry operations until further notice.   Any new information 
about pantry operations as well as our Christmas program, will be  
conveyed to volunteers via email and in the bulletin. 
 

Current pantry needs:  Beef ramen noodles and chicken noodle 
soup 

http://www.sttherese.org


Our Social Ministry  

August 9, 2020 

Our “Outfit A Child for School” drive in on! - NOW thru August 30!   
Last year, we “ROCKED!” the collection in every school supply item, 
e.g. 212 spiral notebooks, 1,125 pencils, 158 pink pearl erasers, 106 

crayon boxes, for the kids of Lansing.  This year, we’ll be collecting 
specifically for “our” kids who WILL come to our Open Doors Tutoring 
Center.  The large blue laundry basket will be in the main vestibule of the 
Church.  Drop by almost any time during the day to make your contribution!  
Let’s  “ROCK!” the collection again this year NOW thru August 30!  
 

The 75th Anniversary of Hiroshima & Nagasaki 
Our August 2020 perspective of the events of August 6 and August 9, 1945 
might be hugely different from those who lived the horror of World War II.  
Arguments supporting use of the A-Bomb then included: a reduction of 
casualties, the war’s speedy end, Japan’s own nuclear weapon program  
and Japan’s leaders’ reticence to unconditional surrender.  Arguments 
opposing the use of the A-Bomb, even then in the throes of World War II, 
were: the bomb was unnecessary, immoral, a war crime, state-sponsored 
terrorism and dehumanizing.  Today, under advisement that possession of 
nuclear weapons is wrong – a sin against life – and the expenditure of $ 
trillions to maintain and enhance nuclear weapons is wrong – a 
sin against life, we gather at the Peace Pole this weekend to 
remember the death and destruction of August 6 and August 9, 
to pray for peace and the courage to call for the end of all 
nuclear weapons. 
 

Our Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) 
 

RCIA Question of the Week:  Will RCIA change this year as we all face the 
impact of the coronavirus on our lives? 
RCIA Answer of the Week: Let’s face it; our Church is already changing!  
Why wouldn’t RCIA change right along with it?  But isn’t our Church, all 
about Jesus’ dying and rising (the “Paschal Mystery”)?  Isn’t our own Faith 
about dying and rising with him, a daily changing/”conversion?” 
 How have the months since mid-March changed your Faith? 
 Are you stronger because of your Faith? 
 Do you think that your Faith has sustained you more than some of your 

family or friends? 
 Are you hungrier for the Eucharist and the Community of St. Therese?   
If you can answer “YES!” to any one or all of these questions, 
congratulations; you are now part of the new RCIA team of St. Therese of 
Lisieux Parish!  It is all of us who have encountered Jesus Christ and are 
now Disciples of Jesus Christ who are now responsible for sharing our  
Joy to those we meet off the campus of St. Therese Parish.  Welcome to  
the new RCIA!  Believe it! 
 

Our Adult Faith Formation 
 

Small Groups Doing the Year of Scripture! 
 

One of the best vehicles we have today for developing a disciple [one 
responsible for the souls of others] is through small groups.  However, a  
very small percentage of parish memberships participate in small 
groups.  This needs to change! .…We need to see adults of every age 
engaged in small groups, where they take off their mask, bring down their 
walls and share their journey of following Jesus.  They need to be in 
relationship with other Catholics and take responsibility for helping them get  
to Jesus (see RCIA Question of the Week above).” (Deacon Ralph Poyo, 
July 2020) 
 

Beginning September 8, we will offer many small group opportunities in 
person and/or virtually (Zoom): 
1. Monday morning “Lectio On-Line” 
2. Tuesday morning Psalms: the School of Prayer 
3. Tuesday evening Psalms: the School of Prayer 
4. Wednesday evening Bible Timeline (for those new to small group  
Bible study) 
 

Each is an opportunity to pray, learn and share your experiences of the  
living Word of God in an environment where what you have to say is valid 
and valuable.  Please, put one or more of these on your calendar. 

Religious Education News 
First Eucharist First Eucharist for our 2020 class will be on 
Thursday, September 24th at the 6:30pm Mass. Please look for 
an email with additional details this week! 
Confirmation 2020 Update Our plan for Confirmation 2020 is in 
place, and although it’s subject to change, we are excited for our 
Confirmation families! To prepare for the big day, we’ll meet on 
Saturday, September 12 from 11am -12pm for a review for the 
group interview and a short rehearsal. All service hours forms are 
due at that meeting. (If you’ve had trouble acquiring service hours, 
please contact me.) The group interview will be on Tuesday, 
September 15, at 6:30pm in Fr. Murray Hall. Finally, the 
Sacrament of Confirmation will be held at St. Therese on Sunday, 
September 20, in the afternoon. The time for the Mass is to be 
determined. Please contact Stephanie Smith with questions. 
Catechists Please plan to join us for Catechetical Sunday on 
September 13, at the 10:30 Mass! Look for an invitation coming in 
the mail soon! Interested in joining our team of wonderful 
catechists? Contact Stephanie Smith for more information! 
It’s a Date! 
 

*Please note that the following are subject to change dependent 
upon any state and diocesan orders. 
Sunday, September 13 - Back-to-School Blessing 10:30 Mass  
Sunday, September 13 - Catechetical Sunday 10:30 Mass 
Tuesday, September 15 - Confirmation 2020 Group Interview 
6:30pm 
Sunday, September 20 - Confirmation Mass at St. Therese - 
Time TBD 
Sunday, September 24 - First Eucharist 6:30pm Mass 
Sunday, September 27 - RED Groups Begin! *More info on what 
this will look like coming soon! 
Sunday, September 27 - Children’s Liturgy of the Word 
begins 
 

DRE Contact Info: ssmithdre@gmail.com or 517.487.3730 

Liturgical Ministers Schedule - August 15 - 16, 2020 
 

4:30 PM  

Lector:    G. Maurer 

Mass Coordinator:   A. Phillips 

Servers:    A. Phillips 

Ushers/Greeters:    P. & G. Teszlewicz 
 

8:30 AM 

Lector:    J. Shields 

Mass Coordinator:    C. Haley 

Servers:    C. Haley 

Ushers/Greeters:    L. Mayes, S. Spicer 
 

10:30 AM 

Lector:    M. Murray 

Mass Coordinator:   B. Milam 

Servers:    B. Milam 

Ushers/Greeters:    B. Hilts, E. Wieferich 
 

Counters:  Team   B 

Thank you for the prayers and expressions of sympathy after the 
death of our dad, Jesse Perez.   We had hoped to have a larger 
memorial mass so parishioners  could attend and help celebrate 
his life, but due to the ongoing pandemic, that is not  
possible.   Please attend one of the masses scheduled for dad, 
or schedule a mass in his honor when you can attend.   That 
would make dad very happy, and us as well.   St. Therese will 
always hold a very special place in our hearts as it did for 
both our dad and mom.   The family of Jesse Perez 

mailto:ssmithdre@gmail.com



