
 

 

SACRAMENTS 

Welcome to St. Therese! We are so happy that you have joined us for this Mass celebration. If you’ve been away for a while, we 
know coming back to the church may not have been easy for you, but we are glad you are here.  

 

MEMBERSHIP HAS ITS BENEFITS! 
 

 Becoming a member of the St. Therese Parish brings you into a family of Families, a network of loving individuals called 
together with a divine purpose—becoming Saints. By registering, you are giving us the gift of knowing you, understanding your 
needs and helping establish you into a group within St. Therese that will best fit what you are looking for. Come to the Parish 
Office or visit the Information Desk in the Social Room for a registration packet. If you are new to the area, please stop into the 
Parish Office and introduce yourself. We look forward to getting to know you! 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
Saturday 3:15 p.m. or by appointment 
 

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE 
Actively participating members interested in receiving the 
Sacrament of Marriage should contact the parish office at least 
nine months prior to the desired date. 
 

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK 
Communal Celebrations take place at weekend  
liturgies in the spring. Watch the bulletin for details. 

LITURGY SCHEDULE: 
 

Saturday 4:30 p.m. 

Sunday 8:30 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. 

Weekdays: (see inside bulletin) 
 

HOLY DAY SCHEDULE: Call 487-3749 (press 9) 
 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM: 

Baptismal forms are located in the Parish Office.  Please 

complete the forms, turn in as directed, and we will contact you 

for an appointment. 

Parish Office Hours 
 
 

MONDAY- THURSDAY 9-5 
CLOSED NOON—1 PM FOR LUNCH 

 

FRIDAY 9-NOON  

Parish Contact Information 
 

Fr. John Fain, Pastor 
 

Deacon David Borzenski,   487-0478 
        Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA), Adult Faith Formation  
 

Toni Molano, Secretary,  487-3749 (Press 0) 
 

Sue Benjamin, Business Manager, 487-3749  (Press 1) 
 

Dean Jong, M.M., Director of Music & Liturgy, 487-3749 (Press 2) 
 

Jay Jong, Coordinator of Youth Ministry, 487-3749  
 

Stephanie Smith, Director of Religious Education, 487-3730 

102 W. Randolph    
Lansing, MI 48906 

After Hours Emergency  487-3711 

 (For the Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick) 

St. Vincent DePaul Food Pantry 482-0765 

Phone:  487-3749     
Fax:  487-3755 
www.sttherese.org 

 

July Prayer List 
 

Please remember in your daily prayers: 
 

Lyndia Arens, Sarah Blackburn, Catherine Couzzins, Mary De La Garza, Gladys Dreps, Bonnie Feher, Doris Feldpausch, Terry 
Forbes, Alice & Eugene Fox, Carol Fox, Dubelza Garcia, Gary Gardner, Richard Garmyn, Ted Gauss, Marie-Louise Germain, JoAnn 

Graham, Theresa Gross, Dave & Rita Holtham, Bruce & Fran Jorae, Mary Murray, Elvira Ruiz, Mary Saub, Eleanor Schmitt, 
Marilyn Schultz, Tony Schwartzfisher, Edward Scott, Norma Snider, Jane Spitzley, Jim & Millie Toman, Jack Vaughan, Emily 

Spurgeon, Brian Roarke, Mark Carpenter 
 

Names remain on the prayer list for  
two months at a time. Please call the parish office 

 to have a name added or removed. 



 Toni Molano has accepted the position of Secretary / 
Administrative Assistant at St. Therese Parish.  Toni is known 
for her friendly, welcoming personality.  She covered for 
Bianca Murray on a number of occasions during her time 
here.  Welcome, Toni! 

 It has been a couple of weeks since I have sent out a 
weekly update through email / postal mail.  At first, I was 
sending these out every week, particularly when Masses were 
canceled during the pandemic.  Hopefully, some things are 
returning to normal, but we will have to see.  At St. Therese, 
we will continue to maintain a high level of vigilance when it 
comes to safety and sanitary matters.  I will be sending out 
brief updates via email and postal mail in the days ahead.  If 
you are reading this bulletin column and have not been 
receiving our updates, please contact our parish office and let 
us know.  After four months of sending out emails and postal 
letters, we think that we have everyone’s updated contact 
information.   

 Thank you to those who have volunteered to be pew 
cleaners following each of our weekend liturgies.  This is a 
very important job, however, it does not take much time - 
perhaps 10 minutes after Mass, if we have enough volunteers.  
If you are willing to serve as a pew cleaner, please see me or 
contact the parish office.   

 For years, there has been a collection called the 
Catholic Campaign for Human Development (CCHD).  The 
collection has always been controversial because it sometimes 
funds small social justice organizations that espouse anti-
Catholic teachings.  Bishop Boyea has decided to end the 
Diocese of Lansing’s support of the CCHD and replace it 
with a diocesan group called the Commission on Catholic 
Social Teaching.  There is an envelope in your packet for the 
CCHD.  Any donations that you make to this collection will 
be returned to you by our parish office.  If you like, we will 
provide you information on how you can directly mail in a 
donation to this national collection.   

 In 1830, a twenty-five year old Frenchman named 
Alexis de Tocqueville set off on an investigative journey of 
the United States.  Like many Europeans, he was fascinated 
by this young country and wanted to learn more about its 
government, people, social culture and economy.  He wrote 
these inspiring words, words that ring especially true two 
hundred years after he penned them: 

 “I sought for the greatness and genius of America in 
her commodious harbors and her ample rivers - and it was not 
there . . . in her fertile fields and boundless forests and it was 
not there . . . in her rich mines and her vast world commerce - 
and it was not there . . . in her democratic Congress and her 
matchless Constitution - and it was not there.  Not until I went 
into the churches of America and heard her pulpits aflame 
with righteousness did I understand the secret of her genius 
and power.  America is great because she is good, and if 
America ever ceases to be good, she will cease to be great.” 

 Happy Fourth of July!  God bless America! 

 Fr. John Fain 

FORTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME — JULY 5, 2020 

Stewardship Report 
“The Lord loves a cheerful giver. May we learn to be generous 
in giving, free from the love of material possessions.”  
     - Pope Francis 

507 envelopes issued, 85 used this week 
6/28/20 Weekly contributions  $9,084.10 

Weekly Budget Goal   $9,400.00 

Amount over/under goal               (-$315.90) 

Prayer for Independence Day (July 4) 
 

God, source of all freedom, 
this day is bright with the memory 
of those who declared that life and liberty are your gift to 
every human being. 
Help us to continue a good work begun long ago. 
Make our vision clear and our will strong: 
that only in human solidarity will we defend liberty, 
and justice only in the honor that belongs 
to every life on earth. 
Turn our hearts toward the family of nations: 
to understand the ways of others, 
to offer friendship, 
and to  find safety only in the common good of all. 
We ask this through Christ our Lord. 
R/. Amen. 
  
Prayer taken from the Catholic Household Blessings and Prayers, Revised Edition, 
copyright © 2007, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops. All rights 
reserved. 

Scripture Readings for the Week of July 5, 2020 
 

Monday Saint Maria Goretti, Virgin and Martyr 
Hos 2:16, 17b-18, 21-22; Ps 145:2-3, 4-5, 6-7,  
8-9; Mt 9:18-26 

8:30 a.m. † Lewis McKenna - Scott & Carol Wright 
Tuesday Hos 8:4-7, 11-13; Ps 115:3-4, 5-6, 7ab-8, 9-10;  
 Mt 9:32-38 
8:30 a.m. † Louise Brooks - Carol Purdy & Steve Bacon 
Wednesday Hos 10:1-3, 7-8, 12; Ps 105:2-3, 4-5, 6-7;  
 Mt 10:1-7 
 No Service 
Thursday Saint Augustine Zhao Rong, Priest, and  
 Companions, Martyrs 
 Hos 11;1-4, 8e-9; Ps 80:2ac and 3b, 15-16;  
 Mt 10:7-15 
6:00 p.m. † Gerald Beck - Jean Beck 
Friday Hos 14:2-10; Ps 51:3-4, 8-9, 12-13, 14 and 17;  
 Mt 10:16-23 
8:30 a.m. Fr. John Vinton - Fr. John Fain 
Saturday Memorial of Saint Benedict, Abbot 
 Is 6:1-8; Ps 93:1ab, 1cd-2, 5; Mt 10:24-33 
3:15 p.m. Confessions in the Social Room 
4:30 p.m. Celine Ozanich - Pat Ozanich 
Sunday Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 Is 55:10-11; Ps 65:10, 11, 12-13, 14;  
 Rom 8:18-23; Mt 13:1-23 or Mt 13:1-9 
8:30 a.m. People of the Parish 
10:30 a.m. Sandy Bierwagen - Bob & Amber Richards 

 



Our Social Ministry  

July 5, 2020 

Celebrating the 5th Anniversary of Laudato Si’ 
 

“Pope Francis repeatedly urges us to renewed and urgent 
action and honest dialogue about our environment – both 
social and ecological. ‘The human environment and the 
natural environment deteriorate together’(para#48), both of 

which disproportionately affect our poorest brothers and sisters. Reflecting on 
inner city slums, lack of clean drinking water, and a consumerism mentality, 
Pope Francis asks ‘what kind of world do we want to leave to those who 
come after us?’ (para#160) This question is at the heart of Laudato Si’ and 
rightfully calls us all to work harder against the challenges the human family 
faces today. (Archbishop Joseph E. Kurtz of Louisville, Kentucky, president of 
the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB), June 18, 2015.) 
 
 

Our Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) 

 

RCIA Question of the Week: Let’s do “mystagogy!” 

RCIA Answer of the Week: “Mystagogy” is the process of leading 
into the mystery of God’s self-revelation.   

1. Choose a very specific encounter:  I served on a “META peace team” at 
the “Black Lives Matter” demonstration this past Monday. 

2. Recollect all the particulars: On the Capitol grounds I saw gathered 400+ 
people of every color, dressed in every color, holding signs of every color 
expressing demands of every color: “Black Lives Matter!” “I can’t breath!”  
“Defund police!”  I saw three (3) men openly carrying real rifles, six (6) MI 
State Police officers on foot and bikes and eight (8) women and men 
vested in yellow imprinted with “Peace Team.”  I heard a 4-man, R&B 
band singing Marvin Gaye’s “What’s Going On” on the steps of the 
Capitol and speakers ending their speeches with “Black Lives!” and 
the people on the lawn responding “Matters!” with their fists raised high. 

3. Reflect on what brought the most feeling: 1) Seeing people calmly 
carrying weapons of violence clearly at the ready, I felt very sad for us all 
– and for those peoples in countries where these weapons are 
commonplace.  2) Seeing people of many races come together on a 
summer day to listen, learn and express, I felt privileged/honored to be 
on a “peace team” to help preserve the peaceful intensity and joy-filled 
unity. 

4. Connect the event to your life: Being white, I and my family are 
beneficiaries of a history and system which commensurately rewards us 
for hard work, Christian values and activities.  Most, if not all, of the 
people of color I saw at the Capitol work just as hard and love family as 
much as I in the same system that has not and still does not reward 
them commensurately.  Thus they cry out, “Black Lives Matter!” 

5. Let the event convert you: I must become more and more aware of 
God’s gifts to me and my family and leverage those gifts – that grace – 
to allow “Black Lives to Matter,” e.g. just listening to their stories, voting 
for candidates to whom “Black Lives Matter.” 

God, self-revealing His constant love for us, is full of mystery.  Each one of us 
must do mystagogy as often as we can to deepen our personal relationship 
with God. 
Now, it’s your turn! 
 

Our Adult Faith Formation 
I’m Thinking… 

Since next year is a Year of Scripture in the Lansing Diocese...   
Do you remember when we “DISMISSED” our RCIA Catechumens?  They 
left Mass to discuss the readings and the homily?   
What is your reaction to a 30-minute “VIRTUAL DISMISSAL” after the 10:30 
am Sunday Mass – done over Zoom from the St. Francis Room – maybe 
twice each month?  I would love to hear if you would join in.  Please contact 
me at 517-331-5765 with (thumbs up) if you would join in. 
 
 
 

Religious Education News 

VBS 2020 is Here! Zoom Away 
on the TOTALLY CATHOLIC 

ROCKY RAILWAY… 
 

There are still a few spaces left! 
Sign up online today at sttherese.org! 
What? An awesome online Catholic VBS  
When? Monday, July 27th - Thursday, July 30 
Time? 10-11:30 am 
What? Games, Music, Crafts, Bible and Saint 
Stories, & more! 
Who? Children ages 4-10 
Zoom Away With Us on the Rocky Railway 
VBS - Where Jesus’ Power Pulls Us Through! 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

Confirmation AND First Eucharist Students 
Please check your email for some very 
important communications regarding these 
important sacraments!  
It’s a Date! We are so excited to put some 
dates on the calendar for this fall! Please note 
that the following are subject to change 
dependent upon any state and diocesan orders. 
However, barring any unforeseen 
circumstances, here are the plans… 
 

Sunday, September 13 - Back-to-School 
Blessing 10:30 Mass  

Sunday, September 13 - Catechetical Sunday 
10:30 Mass 

Tuesday, September 15 - Confirmation Year 2 
Interviews 6:30pm 

Sunday, September 20 - Confirmation Mass at 
St. Therese 10:30 Mass 

Sunday, September 27 - RED Groups Begin! 
Orientation and class after 10:30 Mass 

Sunday, September 27 - Children’s Liturgy of 
the Word begins 

DRE Email: ssmithdre@gmail.com 

SVDP NEWS  

Have you ever considered helping out at our food 
pantry?  Each one of our teams volunteers for one to two 
hours at the pantry for one week (Mon-Fri) approximately 
every 11 weeks.   Currently, one of our teams could really 
use your help!  This team works in the pantry during the 
evening.  Note that currently our procedures are such that 
there is no actual contact with the clients we serve as we 
load groceries directly into each client’s trunk. Just might 
volunteering at the food pantry be the gift you can give the 
less fortunate in northwest Lansing?  Please prayerfully 
consider this invitation to help make a difference in our 
community!  Contact Deacon Dave or Joe Scarane (517-
323-7664) to volunteer or for more information. Thank you! 

 

mailto:ssmithdre@gmail.com



