
Parish Office Hours 
 

MONDAY- THURSDAY 9-5 
FRIDAY 9-NOON  

Parish Contact Information 
Fr. John Fain, Pastor 
 

Deacon David Borzenski,   487-0478 
        Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA), Adult Faith Formation  
 

Becky Miller, Secretary,  487-3749 (Press 0) 
 

Sue Benjamin, Business Manager, 487-3749  (Press 1) 
 

Dean Jong, M.M., Director of Music & Liturgy, 487-3749 (Press 2) 
 

Jay Jong, Coordinator of Youth Ministry, 487-3749  
 

Stephanie Smith, Director of Religious Education, 487-3730 

102 W. Randolph    
Lansing, MI 48906 

After Hours Emergency  487-3711 
 (For the Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick) 

St. Vincent DePaul Food Pantry 482-0765 

Welcome to St. Therese! We are so happy that you have joined us for this Mass celebration. If you’ve been away for a 
while, we know coming back to the church may not have been easy for you, but we are glad you are here.  

 

MEMBERSHIP HAS ITS BENEFITS! 
Becoming a member of the St. Therese Parish brings you into a family of Families, a network of loving individuals called  
together  with  a  divine  purpose - becoming  Saints.  By  registering,  you  are  giving  us the gift of knowing you, 
understanding your needs and helping establish you into a group within St. Therese that will best fit what you are looking 
for. Come to the Parish Office or visit the Information Desk in the Social Room for a registration packet.  If you are new to the 
area, please stop into the Parish Office and introduce yourself. We look forward to getting to know you! 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
Saturday 3:15 p.m. or by appointment 
 

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE 
Actively participating members interested in receiving 
the Sacrament of Marriage should contact the parish 
office at least nine months prior to the desired date. 
 

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK 
Communal Celebrations take place at weekend  
liturgies in the spring. Watch the bulletin for details. 

 

LITURGY SCHEDULE: 
 

Saturday 4:30 p.m. 
Sunday 8:30 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. 
Weekdays: (see inside bulletin) 

 

HOLY DAY SCHEDULE: Call 487-3749 (press 9) 
 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM: 
Baptismal forms are located in the Parish Office.  
Please complete the forms, turn in as directed, and we 
will contact you for an appointment. 

Phone:  487-3749     
Fax:  487-3755 
www.sttherese.org 

SACRAMENTS 

Thank you to everyone who has made a gift or pledge commitment to our Diocesan 
Services Appeal! We have achieved 66% of our goal!!! Our gifts to DSA enable our 
diocese to provide services crucial to our parish. The programs and services funded 
by DSA offer direct assistance to individuals and families, and to parishes, schools, 
and Catholic Charities agencies. Our parish staff benefitted greatly from the timely 

and professional advice and direction of the diocese during the course of the 
pandemic. If you have not yet made a gift or pledge, please do so today. Gift 

envelopes are available in church or the parish office. Or you may submit your gift 
online at www.dioceseoflansing.org/dsa. Your gift will support the vital services and 

ministries that help bring the love of Christ to all we encounter. 

http://www.dioceseoflansing.org/dsa


TWELFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME—JUNE 21, 2020 

Mass Intentions for the week of June 22 
 

Monday -  Saint Paulinus of Nola, Bishop; Saints John  
 Fisher, Bishop, and Thomas More, Martyrs 
 2 Kgs 17:5-8, 13-15a, 18; Ps 60:3, 4-5, 12-13;  
 Mt 7:1-5 

8:30 a.m.            Fr. Jeffrey Robideau 
 

Tuesday -  2 Kgs 19:9b-11, 14-21, 31-35a, 36;  
 Ps 48:2-3ab, 3cd-4, 10-11; Mt 7:6, 12-14 

8:30 a.m.           † Tony Brink - Family 
 

Wednesday - The Nativity of Saint John the Baptist 
 Is 49:1-6; Ps 139:1b-3, 13-14ab, 14c-15;  
 Acts 13:22-26; Lk 1:57-66, 80 
 No Service 
 

Thursday - 2 Kgs 24:8-17; Ps 79:1b-2, 3-5, 8, 9; Mt 7:21-29 

6:00 p.m. † Harold Schneider - Joan Schaub 
 

Friday - 2 Kgs 25:1-12; Ps 137:1-2, 3, 4-5, 6; Mt 8:1-4 

8:30 a.m.       † Lewis McKenna - Francis McKenna Family 
 

Saturday -  Saint Cyril of Alexandria, Bishop and Doctor 
 of the Church 
 Lam 2:2, 10-14, 18-19; Ps 74:1b-2, 3-5, 6-7,  
 20-21; Mt 8:5-17 

4:30 p.m.           † Sandy Bierwagen - Ray & Doris             
                    Feldpausch 
 

Sunday -  2 Kgs 4:8-11, 14-16a; Ps 89:2-3, 16-17, 18-19;  
 Rom 6:3-4, 8-11; Mt 10:37-42 

8:30 a.m.               † People of the Parish 
10:30 a.m.            † Our Canadian Relatives - Joe & Gloria      
                    Caruso 

Stewardship Report 
“The Lord loves a cheerful giver. May we learn to be 

generous in giving, free from the love of material  
possessions.”      - Pope Francis 

 

507 envelopes issued, 129 used this week 
6/7/20 Weekly contributions…………….$10,198.34 
Weekly Budget Goal ...…………….……..$9,400.00 
Amount over goal …….……………………..$798.34 

 

Please pray for the deceased of our parish:  
 

Lewis McKenna 
 

Eternal rest grant unto him, O Lord, and let 
perpetual light shine upon him. May the souls of 
the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, 

rest in peace. Amen. 

Our Parish is offering Eucharistic Adoration on Friday 
mornings from 9AM - 12PM.  It concludes with Benediction 
at 12PM.  To continue offering Eucharistic Adoration, we 
need at least one person in the Church at all times to be 
present with Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament.  So far, 
Eucharistic Adoration on Fridays has been well-attended 
and will continue for the foreseeable future.   

In response to the racial unrest in our country, Bishop Boyea 
has called for 6 weeks of fasting and prayer on Fridays.  We 
are praying for an end to individual and systematic racial 
injustice in our country.  Including this Friday, we have 3 
more weeks to pray for this important cause.  If you cannot 
make Eucharistic Adoration on Fridays, I encourage you to 
pray for an end to racial injustice in your private and family 
prayers. 

As we pray for racial harmony in our country, we remember 
a priest who served in the 1800’s, Fr. Augustus Tolton.  He 
was born a slave in Missouri in 1854.  His mother was 
Catholic, and he, too, was baptized a Catholic.  In the final 
days of the Civil War, he and his family were liberated by 
Union troops.  Augustus felt a strong calling to the 
priesthood.  Despite strong objections from white Catholics 
in his new hometown of Quincy, Illinois, his pastor, Fr. 
Peter McKirr, allowed him to join the elementary school at 
his parish.  Every seminary in the United States to which 
Augustus applied turned him down.  The Pope at the time, 
Leo XIII, a very forward thinker, took a personal interest in 
Augustus and allowed him to study in the seminary in 
Rome.  Once ordained, Augustus expected to serve in the 
missions in Africa.  Instead, Pope Leo sent him to serve in 
the United States, back in his hometown of Quincy.  He was 
the first black priest ordained for the United States. He ran 
into great opposition from black Protestants who didn’t want 
him to steal their parishioners.  Similarly, Augustus was a 
great homilist, and white Catholics began joining his parish.  
White pastors in Illinois resented losing their parishioners.  
To keep the peace, Augustus was transferred to Chicago 
where he started St. Monica Church, a national church for 
African-American Catholics.  He became known as “Good 
Father Gus” for his kind manner.  At the age of 43, in 1897, 
he died of as the result of a heat wave that hit Chicago.  His 
funeral was attended by 100 priests.  

On February 24, 2011, his cause for sainthood was 
introduced by Cardinal Francis George of Chicago.  He was 
granted the title “Servant of God.”  On June 12, 2019, Pope 
Francis granted him the title “Venerable.”  The next stage 
before canonization to sainthood is beatification.  Please 
pray for Augustus Tolton’s cause for canonization to 
sainthood, and pray for his intercession for racial harmony 
and justice in our country.   

Regular Confession times have resumed at St. Therese 
Parish.  They are on Saturday afternoons from 3:15PM – 
4PM in the Social Room.  You may go face-to-face or 
behind the screen.  If you prefer to make an appointment, 
please contact the parish office.   

Some have asked if it is still necessary to wear masks at 
Mass.  Yes, it is.  We are following Governor Whitmer’s 
Executive Order and Bishop Boyea’s decree.  We have an 
older congregation, and we are trying to keep everyone as 
safe as possible.  Thank you for your cooperation.   

God bless you, 
Fr. John Fain 



Our Social Ministry  

June 21, 2020 

Religious Education News 
It’s a Tradition! Until Father’s Day, please bring your 

empty pots/flats/trays to the container at the SE 

corner of the Parish garage. The disabled who work 

at the Giving Tree Farm will put them to good use.  
 

We’re on for the Stoneleigh Hospice Gardens! 
Saturday, June 27 from 9am – 12:30pm 
Tracie Yurkanis, the volunteer coordinator at 
the Stoneleigh Hospice Residence, wrote us 
that the weeds are hip-high!  As of this writing, 

we are planning that June 27 will be the !SECOND! Saturday 
morning to work at Stoneleigh.  Will you be able to come out to the 
Stoneleigh Hospice Gardens at 3411 Stoneleigh Dr., Lansing, MI 
48910, and chop down and spruce up?  We certainly do hope so!  
(Honoring COVID safety precautions, please bring your own garden 
tools and gloves.)  Thank you! 
 

“Open Wide Our Hearts” Lately, we have heard a 
lot about “white privilege.”  For us to keep the 
pressure on ourselves to change out of our 
ingrained biases, it might be good to list how white 
lives are privileged over lives of color (Peggy 
McIntosh, past associate director of the Wellesley 

College Center for Research on Women): 

 I can arrange to be in the company of people of my own race most 
of the time. 

 I can avoid spending time with people whom I was trained to 
mistrust and who have learned to mistrust my kind or me. 

 If I should need to move, I can be pretty sure of renting or 
purchasing housing in an area which I can afford and in which I 
would want to live. 

 I can be pretty sure that my neighbors in such a location will be 
neutral or pleasant to me. 

 I can go shopping alone most of the time, pretty well assured that I 
will not be followed or harassed. 

More to come next week. 
 

Our Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) 
RCIA Question of the Week: What does “mystagogy” mean?  

RCIA Answer of the Week: As in any culture, industry and 
profession, the Rite of Christian Initiation of 
Adults has its own terminology that remains 
mysterious to the outsider. 
“Mystagogy” (pronounced mis – ta – go – 
gee) should break out of its RCIA boundaries 
to be practiced by every Christian. Mystagogy 
seeks to deepen the newly baptized AND our understanding of 
the mystery of Christ’s death and resurrection, that is, deepen 
our personal relationship with the person who died and rose for 
us all. Mystagogy emphasizes three aspects of the newly 
baptized AND our faith: 1. Deepening the Christian experience – 
primarily in the liturgies of the Church. 2. Pursuing spiritual 
growth – leading us into deeper experience of prayer. 3. 
Integrating us more into community life – both the social aspects 
of the parish as well as the social ministries of the parishioners 
outside the parish.  Next week:  How do we do mystagogy? 
 

Our Adult Faith Formation: Small Discipleship Groups 
Next year, a Year of Scripture in the Lansing 
Diocese, we will be back in the St. Francis Room, 
face-to-face (although likely socially distanced) with 
frozen cookies!  We’ll focus on Scripture, Scripture, 
Scripture.  We look forward to reading the Word of 
God, learning about it, praying it, discussing it and 
sharing its impact on our lives with you in a Small 

Discipleship Group session.  
I’m thinking of offering two (2) separate tracks thru Lent 
2021 – “beginner’s” session (on a day to be determined) and 
a “beginner’s plus” session (on the usual Tuesdays) 
Please make room for these sessions in your 2020-21 calendar.  

From your DRE…Ordinary Time. I love Ordinary 
Time! I remember when I first learned that in this 
case “ordinary” doesn’t mean unexciting, regular, 
boring, blah. For us Catholics, Ordinary Time 
means ordered - consistent, planned, maybe 
even comfortable. So although it does mean 
expected, it means it in every good way possible! 
As humans we like structure. Yes, a little chaos 
and surprise is good sometimes, but we thrive 
when we live with a plan, a purpose. Our purpose 
during Ordinary Time? To learn about Jesus! This 
year’s Easter Season was unlike any other. It 
was totally unexpected as we set aside beloved 
traditions and made adjustments to our lives. So 
maybe this season of Ordinary Time can be extra 
special as we appreciate our faith more than 
ever. The color of this season is green - the color 
of growth, of life, of a thriving world. For the next 
few months, let’s strive to embrace Ordinary Time 
in a new way - maybe explore a new devotion, 
add extra prayer time, or try to develop a new 
habit to practice your faith as a family. May God 
bless you all every ordinary day of summer! 
~Stephanie  
Alleluia! We are a Resurrection People all year 
long! Now that public Masses are back, check out 
the amazing Alleluia Banners hanging in the 
hallway. They waited extra long this year to be 
put on display and are a wonderful reminder that 
God is faithful to his people 365 days a year!   
 
 

VBS 2020 is Here! Zoom Away on 
the TOTALLY CATHOLIC ROCKY 
RAILWAY... 

There are a few spaces left! Sign 
up online today at sttherese.org! 

What? An awesome online Catholic 
VBS  
When? Monday, July 27th - Thursday, July 30 

Time? 10-11:30 am 

What? Games, Music, Crafts, Bible and Saint 
Stories, & more! 
Who? Children ages 4-10 
 

Zoom Away With Us on the Rocky Railway 

VBS - Where Jesus’ Power Pulls Us Through!  

DRE Email: ssmithdre@gmail.com  

A special THANK YOU to all the 

children & families for the donation to 

Hannah’s House!  This will help moms 

and their babies to have a place to 

stay and not be hungry.  God Bless 

you for Choosing Hannah’s House! 

                    ~Saundra, Executive Director 

mailto:ssmithdre@gmail.com


Sisters and Brothers of St. Therese Parish, 

In this time that calls us all to change, the St. Therese Parish Social Ministries Commission together with oth-
ers across our Diocese urges us to be guided by the Gospels and the Principles of Catholic Social Teaching. 

First, let us join together in prayer for the family of George Floyd, for all the families who have lost a loved one 
in violence and for us who mourn in solidarity with them.   

We pray for reconciliatory and restorative justice for the perpetrators of violence under the mantle of peace-
keeping. 

Finally, we pray that all law enforcement officers fulfill their responsibilities safely while respecting every life 
they encounter. 

The events over the past month yet again raise up a number of truths which we all must confront with a sense 
of urgency. 

The thread of individual racism continues to color each of our lives, particularly white lives. 

The cloud of prejudice, bias and racism remains heavy over us and our social structures many that remain 
undiversified, unwilling to relinquish profits and power they have at the expense of the poor and seem deaf to 
the loud and clear call to change. 

Too often, violence remains the arbiter of justice.  White silence is violence. 

People of color are angry and frustrated.  Their experiences over four centuries are summed up by Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr., “When I speak up, you do not hear me.  When I speak louder, you tell me to quiet down.  
When I scream, you call the police.”  

The principles of Catholic Social Teaching, rising out of the Gospels and Church Tradition, lead us to move 
forward with hope and to provide hope for people of color, especially black lives. 

We must hold all life sacred as we are all created in the “image and likeness of God.”  We are all races, 
creeds, colors and social status who illumine the face of Christ among us.  In the impassioned words of the 
Rev. Dr. William Barber of the Poor Peoples Campaign, “America, accepting death is not an option anymore!” 

Our moral values are tested when we close our eyes, cover our ears, remain on the sidelines as the vulnera-
ble and poor among us cry out, pushed out of the way, even killed. 

We are one, human family, brothers and sisters in Christ.  Being our sisters’ and brothers’ keepers, we are 
called to take up our baptismal role – even duty – to be prophets and say where one of us suffers injustice, 
there is justice for none of us.  None of us are immune to the pandemic of injustice. 

Every person has a fundamental right to life and the necessities for human decency.  In concert, we have du-
ties and responsibilities to one another, our families and the common good. 

How we organize ourselves as social persons directly affects human dignity and the capacity for individuals to 
flourish and families to thrive.   

In November 2018, the Bishops of the United States wrote “Open Wide Our Hearts, A Pastoral Letter against 
Racism,“ affirming “To do justice requires an honest acknowledgment of our failures and the restoring of right 
relationships between us…. It requires a determined effort, but even more so, it requires humility; it requires 
each of us to ask for the grace needed to overcome this sin and get rid of this scourge.”   

The Bishops continue, “To work at ending racism,... We must invite into dialogue those we ordinarily would 
not seek out.  We must work to form relationships with those we might regularly try to avoid.  This demands 
that we go beyond ourselves, opening our minds and hearts to value and respect the experiences of those 
who have been harmed by the evil of racism.  Love also requires us to invite a change of heart in those who 
may be dismissive of other’s experiences or whose hearts may be hardened by prejudice or racism.  Only by 
forging authentic relationships can we truly see each other as Christ sees us.” 

“Only by forging authentic relationships” will we be able to sustain the conversion work we all must do.  We 
will work with you here in our north-Lansing neighborhood to act against this sin of racism which has persisted 
among us for so long. 

Christ is with us. 

 

Members of the St. Therese Parish Social Ministries Commission: 

Cathy Zeeb, Therese Mukarushema, Ann Marie Spitzley, Joe Droste, Remy Mumby, Craig Spitzley, Dave 
Borzenski 




