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Welcome (Dave Borzenski ) 

 

Logistics of our Virtual Prayer Service (Mary Hanna) 

 

Introductions of members of Pax Christi (Dave) 

 

Setting Our Tone: In the Name of God and the Names of… 

(Human Fraternity for World Peace and Living Together, Abu Dhabi, 2/4/19) 
(http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/travels/2019/outside/documents/papa-

francesco_20190204_documento-fratellanza-umana.html) 

 
(Pat Valaer) “In the name of God, who has created all human beings equal in rights, 

duties and dignity, and who has called them to live together as brothers and sisters, 

to fill the earth and make known the values of goodness, love and peace; 

(Gary Ashby) “In the name of innocent human life that God has forbidden to kill, 

affirming that whoever kills a person is like one who kills the whole of humanity, and 

that whoever saves a person is like one who saves the whole of humanity; 

(Kathleen Zemcik) “In the name of the poor, the destitute, the marginalized and those 

most in need, whom God has commanded us to help as a duty required of all 

persons, especially the wealthy and those of means; 

(Fr. Fred Thelen) “In the name of orphans, widows, refugees and those exiled from their 

homes and their countries; in the name of all victims of wars, persecution and 

injustice; in the name of the weak, those who live in fear, prisoners of war and those 

tortured in any part of the world, without distinction; 

(Joe Droste) “In the name of peoples who have lost their security, peace and the 

possibility of living together, becoming victims of destruction, calamity and war; 

(Llewellyn Drong) “In the name of human fraternity, that embraces all human beings, 

unites them and renders them equal; 
  

(Joan Tirak) “In the name of this fraternity torn apart by policies of extremism and 

division, by systems of unrestrained profit or by hateful ideological tendencies that 

manipulate the actions and the future of men and women; 

 

(Fr. Peter Dougherty) “In the name of freedom, that God has given to all human beings, 

creating them free and setting them apart by this gift;  

in the name of justice and mercy, the foundations of prosperity and the cornerstone 

of faith;  

“In the name of all persons of goodwill present in every part of the world; 
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(Amy Moore) “In all these names, we will adopt a culture of dialogue as our path, 

mutual cooperation as our code of conduct and reciprocal understanding as our 

method and standard.  So say we all.” 
 

Video: “We Don’t Charge for Humanity” (watch & listen) 

(https://youtu.be/4Rm9Uw2B068) 

 

Breakout Session #1: Small Group member introductions.  What in this 

short film spoke to you most? (10 minutes)   

  

Video: “Five Take-Aways from Fratelli Tutti”  
 (https://youtu.be/N_ZhYlXs-Dk) 

  

Reflective Music: (relaxdaily; watch & listen) 

(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fTfocrvEeMo) 

 

Breakout Session #2: (15 minutes)   

 Group 1 (Joan Tirak):  What are some things you/we could do to help 

close the gap between the “haves” and the “have nots”? 

 Group 2 (Gary Ashby):  How will you/we carve out more time for the 

“strangers” in your/our life(ves)? 
 Group 3 (Llewellyn Drong):  What are some ways you can connect with 

people that are markedly different from yourself? 

 Group 4 (Fr. Fred Thelen):  What will you do to celebrate the variety of 

cultures that surround us? 
 Group 5 (Pat Valaer):  Pope Francis describes us as “brothers and sisters 

all”:  What will you do to improve the bonds with these family mem-

bers? 
 
Small Group Harvesting:  (One spokesperson per each small group; 15 minutes) 

 

A Litany of Liberation:  From the “PCUSA Statement of Principles” 
 

(Pat Valaer) Our commitment to follow in the footsteps and example 

of Jesus — born to a people suffering oppression, forced to cross 

borders as a refugee, devoted to supporting the struggles of 

marginalized peoples, persecuted and violently killed by the 

ruling Empire— guides our discernment of the current signs of the 

times, and leads us to affirm the following.  

https://youtu.be/4Rm9Uw2B068
https://youtu.be/4Rm9Uw2B068
file:///C:/Users/David%20Borzenski/Documents/prayers/ (https:/youtu.be/N_ZhYlXs-Dk
https://youtu.be/4Rm9Uw2B068
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(Gary Ashby) On Racial Justice:  

As a community of conscience we stand together with our 

oppressed sisters and brothers.  We fully support the 

divestment of resources away from policing and toward 

education, healthcare, and community investment designed 

to serve people. We support reparations for the suffering inflicted on Black 

people because of slavery, Jim Crow laws, and targeted mass incarceration. 
 

(Fr. Fred Thelen) On (Im)migration:  

As a community of conscience, we stand together with 

immigrants, migrants and refugees.  We fully support the right 

of people to migrate and seek refuge, citizenship, and justice, 

as well as the right of people not to migrate and live in safe 

conditions in their communities of origin. 
 
(Joan Tirak) On Climate Change: 

As a community of conscience, we stand together in and 

with all creation.  We call on the United States to declare 

the climate crisis a national emergency by recommitting 

to the Paris Agreement, reinforcing the Clean Air Act, 

investing in clean energy sources, and pursuing a 

comprehensive justice approach as expressed in the U.S. Green New Deal. 
 

(Fr. Peter Dougherty) On Militarism: 

As a community of conscience, we stand together for active 

non-violence.  We call for the abolition of nuclear weapons, a 

federal budget which prioritizes the promotion and funding of 

nonviolent solutions to conflict, the transformation of the war 

economy, and the radical transformation of U.S. foreign policy, 

as well as an immediate halt of U.S. interventionism in other countries. In 

addition, we call for an end of the militarized repression of social justice 

demonstrators in the U.S. and the militarization of the southern border. 
 
(Llewellyn Drong) On Health Care: 

As a community of conscience, we stand together for the 

human right to health care.  We call for the establishment of a 

universal healthcare system in the United States that is guided 

by the principle of its recognition as a basic human right. This 

system must provide quality healthcare to all people, 

regardless of their race, age, gender identity, sexual 

orientation, economic status, and/or immigration status. 
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(Joe Droste) On LGBTQ Equality:  

As a community of conscience, we stand together, each and 

everyone made in the image of God.  We affirm the right of 

LGBTQ people to equality, which includes an end to 

criminalization laws, passage of non-discrimination protections 

and other laws necessary for legal equality to be realized, and a culture and 

religious transformation to celebrate every person’s sexual orientation and 

gender identity as being made imago Dei. 
 

(Kathleen Zemcik) On Homelessness and Housing: 

As a community of conscience, w stand together for 

the human right to affordable housing.  We support 

the call by Pope Francis for all people to be ensured 

land, housing, and work, and we stand together and call for the enactment of 

policies that ensure affordable and accessible housing, assistance programs, 

and livable wages while ending the criminalization of homelessness. 

 

Oh, Freedom! (The Golden Gospel Singers; watch & listen) 

(https://youtu.be/veiJLhXdwn8) 

 

Let Us Pray:  For Peace and Solidarity in a Time of Pandemic 
(Written by Michelle Sherman, Pax Christi USA National Council member) 

  

(Pat Valaer) Creator God, We look to you during this time of illness, 

uncertainty, and physical distancing from others.  Be with us as 

we place our anxieties and fears in your hands.  

 

(Ron Jachim) Free us from the illusion of invincibility, so that we might remember our 

actions affect others, especially the most vulnerable.  Free us from the fear of 

scarcity, which leads to competition and hoarding. Free us from painful anxiety, 

so that it can be transformed into caring actions for ourselves and others.  

 

(Carol Jachim) Jesus, our brother, as your ministry of healing brought physical well-

ness and connection and restored community, help us remember that we are 

not alone.  As you mourned the death of your friend Lazarus, be with those who 

grieve the loss of loved ones. May they feel your presence and peace.  As you 

experienced death, be with those who have died from the coronavirus. May 

they be in your eternal embrace.   

(Llewellyn Drong) As you challenged your disciples to act for the common good, be 

with national and local leaders who have the power to ensure that the “least of 

https://youtu.be/veiJLhXdwn8
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these” have their basic needs met. Inspire them to have a global vision of soli-

darity, a consciousness and priority to provide healthcare to all. 

  

(Kathleen Zemcik) Spirit of God, breath of life, thank you for the countless nurses, cus-

todial staff, doctors, receptionists, therapists, healthcare providers, and all oth-

ers who are working to care for those who are sick and suffering.  As they live 

their vocations, may they be sustained by your Spirit. 

  

(Gary Ashby) Open our eyes to see the devastating implications of economic and 

racial injustice during this crisis.  

 

(Amy Moore) Be with vulnerable populations who are unable to have “social dis-

tance” from others, thereby increasing their likelihood of contagion. 

 

(Joe Droste) Inspire our actions for equitable access to testing, treatment, and fi-

nancial support for all affected by coronavirus. 

 

(Joan Tirak) We pray together as Pax Christi USA that during this current pandemic, 

we can turn away from fear and be faithful to our sacred and civic responsibil-

ity for others.  AMEN. 

 

 

Renewal of the Vow of Nonviolence (Pax Christi USA; led by Joan Tirak; though 

participants will be muted, please read aloud in unison with Joan) 

 

RECOGNIZING THE VIOLENCE IN MY OWN HEART, yet trusting in the 

goodness and mercy of God, I vow for one year to practice the 

nonviolence of Jesus who taught us in the Sermon on the Mount: 

“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called the sons and daughters 

of God…You have learned how it was said, ‘You must love your neighbor and 

hate your enemy’; but I say to you, Love your enemies, and pray for those who 

persecute you. In this way, you will be daughters and sons of your Creator in 

heaven.” 

 

Before God our Creator, Jesus our Redeemer, and the Sanctifying Spirit, I vow 

to carry out my life in the love and example of Jesus: 
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 By striving for peace within myself and seeking to be 

a peacemaker in my daily life; 

 By accepting suffering rather than inflicting it;  

 By refusing to retaliate in the face of provocation 

and violence; 

 By persevering in nonviolence of tongue and heart; 

 By living conscientiously and simply so that I do not 

deprive others the means to live; 

 By actively resisting evil and working nonviolently to 

abolish violence from my own heart and from the face 

of the earth.   

God, I trust in your sustaining love and believe that just as you gave me the 

grace and desire to offer this, so you will also bestow abundant grace to fulfill it.  

Amen. 
 
 

Song of Hope: “One Day” (by Matisyahu; 3000 people Muslim, Christian, Jew-

ish & more from many countries; watch & listen & sing to yourself) (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RjPp-

MXMjIj0)  

 

One 

One Day (One Day)…. 
 

Sometimes I lay under the moon 

And I thank God I'm breathin'  

Then I pray don't take me soon 

'Cause I am here for a reason 
 

Sometimes in my tears I drown 

But I never let it get me down 

So when negativity surrounds  

I know someday it'll all turn around because 
 

All my life I been waitin' for 

I been prayin' for, for the people to say  

That we don't want to fight no more 

They'll be no more wars 

And our children will play, one day 
 

One Day (One Day)…. 
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(additional lyrics not sung here) 

It's not about win or lose 'cause we all lose 

When they feed on the souls of the innocent blood  
Drenched pavement keep on movin' 

Though the waters stay ragin' 

 

And in this life you may lose your way 

It might drive you crazy 

But don't let it phase you, no way 

 

Sometimes in my tears I drown 

But I never let it get me down 

So when negativity surrounds 

I know someday it'll all turn around because 

 

All my life I been waitin' for 

I been prayin' for, for the people to say  

That we don't want to fight no more 

They'll be no more wars 

And our children will play, one day  
 

One Day (One Day)…. 
 

One day this all will change 

Treat people the same 

Stop with the violence down with the hate 

One day we'll all be free and proud to be 

Under the same sun 

Singing songs of freedom 
 

One Day (One Day)…. 
 

New Years Toast (All, Joe Droste leading off) 

We would like everyone to contribute by sharing their resolution 

for the coming year to incorporate the priorities of Fratelli Tutti 

into their lives. 

 

Other Resources: 
1. Encyclical Letter, Fratelli Tutti, of the Holy Father Francis, on Fraternity and Social Friendship; 

http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20201003_en-

ciclica-fratelli-tutti.html 

2. Pax Christi USA: https://paxchristiusa.org/about/the-four-initiatives/ 

3. Poor Peoples Campaign, Our Demands: https://www.poorpeoplescampaign.org/about/our-demands/ 

4. Ignatian Solidarity Network: https://ignatiansolidarity.net/; Education for Justice: https://educa-

tionforjustice.org/ 

http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20201003_enciclica-fratelli-tutti.html
http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20201003_enciclica-fratelli-tutti.html
https://paxchristiusa.org/about/the-four-initiatives/
https://www.poorpeoplescampaign.org/about/our-demands/
https://ignatiansolidarity.net/

