
SACRAMENTS 

Welcome to St. Therese! We are so happy that you have joined us for this Mass celebration. If you’ve been away for a while, we 
know coming back to the church may not have been easy for you, but we are glad you are here.  

 

MEMBERSHIP HAS ITS BENEFITS! 
 

 Becoming a member of the St. Therese Parish brings you into a family of Families, a network of loving individuals called 
together with a divine purpose—becoming Saints. By registering, you are giving us the gift of knowing you, understanding your 
needs and helping establish you into a group within St. Therese that will best fit what you are looking for. Come to the Parish 
Office or visit the Information Desk in the Social Room for a registration packet. If you are new to the area, please stop into the 
Parish Office and introduce yourself. We look forward to getting to know you! 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
Saturday 3:15 p.m. or by appointment 
 

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE 
Actively participating members interested in receiving the 
Sacrament of Marriage should contact the parish office at least 
nine months prior to the desired date. 
 

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK 
Communal Celebrations take place at weekend  
liturgies in the spring. Watch the bulletin for details. 

LITURGY SCHEDULE: 
 

Saturday 4:30 p.m. 

Sunday 8:30 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. 

Weekdays: (see inside bulletin) 
 

HOLY DAY SCHEDULE: Call 487-3749 (press 9) 
 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM: 

Baptismal forms are located in the Parish Office.  Please 

complete the forms, turn in as directed, and we will contact you 

for an appointment. 

Parish Office Hours 
 
 

MONDAY- THURSDAY 9-5 
CLOSED NOON—1 PM FOR LUNCH 

 

FRIDAY 9-NOON  

Parish Contact Information 
 

Fr. John Fain, Pastor 
 

Deacon David Borzenski,   487-0478 
        Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA), Adult Faith Formation  
 

Toni Molano, Secretary,  487-3749 (Press 0) 
 

Sue Benjamin, Business Manager, 487-3749  (Press 1) 
 

Dean Jong, M.M., Director of Music & Liturgy, 487-3749 (Press 2) 
 

Jay Jong, Coordinator of Youth Ministry, 487-3749  
 

Stephanie Smith, Director of Religious Education, 487-3730 

102 W. Randolph    
Lansing, MI 48906 

After Hours Emergency  487-3711 

 (For the Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick) 

St. Vincent DePaul Food Pantry 482-0765 

Phone:  487-3749     
Fax:  487-3755 
www.sttherese.org 

SVDP News 
All Advent Giving Tree gifts should be returned to the tree TODAY - absolutely no later than after Monday morning Mass 
- as we need to sort them for distribution on Saturday, December 19th.  Thank you so much for your generosity - we 
couldn't do what we do without YOU! 
SDVP is in need of 52 store-bought, sealed packages of COOKIES for our Christmas Baskets! Cookies 

can be dropped off in the social room through noon on Friday, December 18th. 
Please consider donating a few hours of your time in preparing food baskets on Friday, December 18th at 6:30 p.m. in 
the gym OR distributing the baskets and Giving Tree gifts on Saturday, December 19th from noon to 3:00 p.m. in the 
gym/school; workers should report by 10:30 a.m. on for your assignment.  Either day, please bring your mask; we will 
furnish gloves and hand sanitizer.  Last year, there were plenty of workers on both days.  This year, we'll try to give 
everyone at least one day to be involved in this awesome Advent opportunity - a great way you can personally invest in 
helping to make a blessed Christmas for the families we are sponsoring this year and "preparing the way of the Lord." 



THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT — DECEMBER 13, 2020 

Stewardship Report 
“The Lord loves a cheerful giver.  May we learn to be generous 
in giving, free from the love of material possessions.”  
     - Pope Francis 

495 envelopes issued, 107 used this week 
11/29/20 Weekly contributions  $12,425.51 

Weekly Budget Goal     $9,400.00 

Amount over goal                    $3,025.51 

Readings for the Week of December 13, 2020 
 

Monday, 14th Memorial of Saint John of the Cross, Priest  
 and Doctor of the Church 
 Nm 24:2-7, 15-17a; Ps 25:4-5ab, 6 and 7bc,  
 8-9; Mt 21:23-27 
8:30 a.m. †Tony Brink - Family 
10:30 a.m. Staff Meeting (FMH) 
 
Tuesday, 15th Zep 3:1-2, 9-13; Ps 34:2-3, 6-7, 17-18, 19 and 
 23; Mt 21:28-32 
8:30 a.m. †Robert LaFave - Jane & Carl Bollman 
9:00 a.m. Sm Group Zoom 
11:30 a.m. Staff Prayer 
6:00 p.m. Sm Group Zoom 
 
Wednesday, 16th Is 45:6c-8, 18, 21c-25; Ps 85:9ab and 10,  
 11-12, 13-14; Lk 7:18b-23 
 No Service 
9:00 a.m. Sm Group (FMH) Zoom 
6:00 p.m. Sm Group (FMH) Zoom 
 
Thursday, 17th Gn 49:2, 8-10; Ps 72:1-2, 3-4ab, 7-8, 17; 
 Mt 1:1-17 
5:30 p.m. Bilingual Rosary 
6:00 p.m. †Jesse Perez - John & Carol Stickney 
 
Friday, 18th Jer 23:5-8; Ps 72:1-2, 12-13, 18-19; Mt 1:18-25 
8:30 a.m. †Kim-Michael Vogelheim - Yvonne Aluamento 
 
Saturday, 19th Jgs 13:2-7, 24-25a; Ps 71:3-4a, 5-6ab, 16-17; 
 Lk 1:5-25 
3:15 p.m. Confessions 
4:30 p.m. †Robert Bierwagen - Connie Gaugier 
 
Sunday, 20th Fourth Sunday of Advent 
 2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16; Ps 89:2-3, 4-5, 27, 
 29; Rom 16:25-27; Lk 1:26-38 
8:30 a.m. People of the Parish 
10:30 a.m. Poor Souls in Purgatory - Joe & Gloria Caruso 
7:00 p.m. A.A. (FMR) 

 This weekend, we celebrate Gaudete Sunday, the 
Sunday of Joy.  We symbolize this 3rd Sunday of Advent 
with rose vestments and rose candles on the Advent Wreath.  
We anticipate with joy our Savior’s coming at Christmas 
and His coming again in glory at the end of time. 
 “I was in prison and you visited me” (Matthew 
25:37).  St. Therese has some parishioners who are currently 
incarcerated.  Our Pastoral Staff thinks it would be a nice 
idea to have parishioners send Christmas cards to them.  If 
you are interested, there is a strict procedure that we have to 
follow.  We will only identity these parishioners by first 
name:  Byron, Robin and Steven (one separate card per 
inmate).  Please use only your first name in signing the 
cards.  You can write a simple message such as “Have a 
blessed Christmas and a Happy New Year,” “God bless 
you,” “I’m praying for you,” etc.  Do not write a return 
address in the card.  The cards cannot have glitter or stickers 
on them.  They have to be written out in pen, not marker.  
They have to be store-bought cards.  The cards will be 
opened and sent together in a large envelope.  Please bring 
cards to the parish office.  The first shipment of cards will be 
mailed on Friday, December 18.  We will send a second 
shipment of cards on Monday, December 21.  As the 
Christmas Season lasts until the Epiphany, you can still 
bring cards to the parish office after December 21. Thank 
you for caring about our fellow parishioners. 
 This Christmas Eve I am adding a 7PM Mass to our 
liturgical schedule.  This will allow for greater social 
distancing on Christmas Eve.  I would like to encourage 
middle-aged couples and families to attend the 7PM or 
10PM Mass on Christmas Eve and to allow families with 
younger children and older parishioners who are afraid to 
drive at night to attend the 4:30PM Mass on Christmas Eve.  
And of course, there is the 10AM Mass on Christmas Day 
which is always lightly attended.  For those who are 
concerned about coming out of their homes at this time, the 
Diocese of Lansing with be broadcasting a Christmas 
Morning Mass at 9AM on WLAJ ABC.  Please be sure to 
participate in Christmas Mass in-person at St. Therese or by 
the Outreach Mass on TV.  After the Holy Triduum, it is the 
second most important day of the year. 
 On a personal note, I have a sad piece of news to 
report.  My home parish, St. Michael in Flint, is being closed 
on December 20, 2020.  Opened in 1834, it was the Mother 
Church of Genesee County, established three years before 
Michigan became a state.  Known as the Irish Parish, at its 
peak it had four priests, a 1st - 12th Catholic School of 500 
students and two convents of Religious Sisters.  So many 
religious vocations came out of St. Michael Parish.  Over the 
past 25 years, the parish produced four priests, two deacons, 
a religious sister, a religious brother, a missionary couple 
and numerous lay volunteers.  I received my First 
Communion and Confirmation at the parish, as well as 
celebrated the marriages of my three sisters there.  Flint has 
experienced so many problems, the most recent being the 
water crisis. While it can accommodate 1,000 people, St. 
Michael’s congregation dwindled to 60 very committed 
people over the years.  It accumulated 1 million dollars in 
repair bills.  This is why I tell people that we have to support 
our city parishes and to keep up with repairs.  
Please keep the people of St. Michael in 
your prayers.  
 God bless you, 
 Fr. John Fain 

Rejoice always. Pray without ceasing.  In all  
circumstances give thanks, for this is the will of 
God for you in Christ Jesus.   
1 Thessalonians 5:16-24  

If you are a minister and can serve at any Christmas or New Years masses, 
please let Dean know ASAP! 

 
12/24 Christmas Eve - 4:30pm  12/25 Christmas Day - 10:00am 
Usher/Greeter: Need 2  Usher/Greeter: Need 1 
 

12/24 Christmas Eve - 7:00pm  12/31 New Years Eve - 6:00pm 
Usher/Greeter: Need 3  Server: Need 1 
 

12/24 Christmas Eve - 10:00pm Usher/Greeter: Need 3 
Usher/Greeter: Need 1  Mass Coordinator: Need 1 

 

   1/1 New Years Day - 10:00am 
   Usher/Greeter: Need 1 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/1thessalonians/5?16


Our Social Ministry  

December 13, 2020 

The Advent Giving Tree 
It’s NOW the weekend of Sunday, December 13, 2020!  
That means all the gifts that you purchased for the Advent 
Giving Tree  should have been/should be returned – no 
later than the end of Monday morning Mass.  St. Vincent 
de Paul members will now do the shopping for the gifts 
represented by ornaments not taken and/or not returned.  

Thank you so much!  
for generously proclaiming  

“It’s Jesus Christ’s birthday, anyway!” 
 

Take a peak @ StTherese.org Website 
Sttherese.org is keeping up with the times, adding and 
subtracting content every week.  This week, take a look at 
the virtual Faith Art Fair presented by our Religious 

Education (RED) students.  Director Stephanie Smith assembled 
almost 80 pieces of 2019 and 2020 artwork into a quick-moving slide 
show.  Thank you so much, St. Therese Parish artists of faith! 
There’s also a button to sign up for the “Bishop’s Year of the 
Bible” (B.Y.O.B.): encounter Jesus Christ program; over 9,000 of 
us in the Diocese have already signed up! 
 

Our Adult Faith Formation 
 

Advent Small Discipleship Groups… 
continue ZOOM ONLY  

into their 3rd of 4 weeks of Jesse Tree stories and Walking with Mary. 
On the Wednesdays of 2021 (except Lent),  

We will resume our series “The Bible Timeline: The Story of 
Salvation”  

On the Tuesdays of 2021, until Lent, 
We will begin a new series, one of the following: 

 “Paul’s First Letter to the Corinthians” with Dr. Tim Gray 

 “Priest, Prophet and King” with Bishop Robert Barron 

 “Conversion” with Bishop Robert Barron 

Religious Education News 

Religious Education News  
January 3rd, 2021 is the new date we hope 
all programs will resume for St. Therese 
Religious Education - CLW, Sunday RED 
Groups, and all Sacramental prep program dates 
scheduled for January will remain on the calendar as 
planned. Please be on the lookout for updated info 
and schedules. St. Therese, Pray for Us!  
At-Home VIP Red Groups VIP Lesson #9 was 
delivered last Friday, December 11th, and our final 
2020 Zoom meetings will take place this Monday. 
Enjoy Christmas Break from December 14th through 
January 2nd!  
Sunday preK-5 RED Groups Classes for December 
13 are cancelled due to the state’s order. You can 
expect a mailing to arrive this week with lessons for 
December 13th along with additional optional Pflaum 
materials for break. We will plan to resume Sunday 
RED Groups on January 3, 2021.  
Sunday Middle School RED Group Classes for 
December 13 are cancelled due to the state’s order. 
You can expect a lesson from Mrs. Mumby this 
weekend, so check your email!  
The Faith Art Fair 2020 Online! Check out our 
wonderful RED Group art collection from the 2019-
2020 RED Group year! Look on our facebook page 
or go to the main page of our website at 
sttherese.org. We’re so proud of the amazing work 
our children and youth do here at St. Therese.  
It’s a Date!  
Sun, December 13 - All programs cancelled  
December 14 - January 2 - No RED Groups Merry 
Christmas!  
Sun, January 3 - All programs resume  
Sun, January 3 - First Reconciliation RED Group 
11:45am  

Liturgical Ministers Schedule - December 19-20, 2020 
 

4:30 PM  

Lector:  M. Murray 

Mass Coordinator:  A. Phillips 

Servers:  A. Phillips 

Ushers/Greeters:  B. Robinson, D. Schmitt 
 

8:30 AM 

Lector:  Les. Ozanich 

Mass Coordinator:  C. Haley 

Servers:  C. Haley 

Ushers/Greeters:  D. & M. Howland, S. Spicer, M. Visser 

 

10:30 AM 

Lector:  T. Kavanagh 

Mass Coordinator:  D. Borzenski 

Servers:  C. Jones 

Ushers/Greeters:  D. Hundt, L. & S. Schultz 

  

Counters:  Team    B 

“I am the voice of one crying out in the  
desert,‘make straight the way of the Lord,’” 
John 1:23  

Christmas Flowers in Memory of a Loved One: 
Memorial offerings are being accepted for Christmas poinsettia 
plants which will enhance the worship space during the  
Christmas Season.  With a minimum donation of $15.00, a plant 
will be reserved in memory of your loved one and will be  
remembered in the Book of Intentions at the Christmas Masses.  
Please send your offering and memorial name(s) to the Parish 
Office by December 22nd or drop it in the collection basket.. 

 

Christmas Poinsettia Plant Donation 
 
In Memory of       

 
Your Name       

 
Phone #   Offering $   

Scrip Gift Card News 
Anyone looking for gift cards this Christmas?  Come check our 
our Scrip gift card table in the Social Room!  We may have what 
you are looking for! 
 

With every gift card that is purchased, a percentage of what you 
buy can go towards someone’s Catholic School tuition or tuition 
for our religious ed program.  Or you may want your credit to go 
towards our parish fund, food pantry or the youth group  
program.  Come check things out! 
 

***New items - Dominoes & Biggby!***  Scrip is sold after all 
weekend Masses, unless otherwise stated.  The weekend after 
Christmas December 26th & 27th scrip will only be sold after the 
8:30 a.m. Mass.  




